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Latvians brace for economic blockade 

RICA (API — Latvian politicians said Sunday they were steeling 
themselves for strikes, protests and an economic Mockade bow that the 
Krem&n has rejected thrir declaration of independence. Latvia’s Common* 
ist Party chief, Alfreds Rubiks, said Satarda; that Soviet President Mikhail 
S. Gorbachev (old him by telephone he could not accrpt Larivia's secession; 
and might impose sanctions against the Baltic republic. “We understand 
die ritaatioo in Latvia wrffl be very tongh. even critical, this summer,” said 
Petrrfa Lakb. one of zbe leaders of the Latvian People’s Front, which 
engineered Friday's dedaratfoo. Anatoly Alexeyev, head of the inierfront 
movement of noa>Latvian residents, predicted that the Kronen would start 
an economic blockade soon. Alexeyev, a prominent opponent of secession, 
said a labour group representing about 140,000 workers has caSed a 
general strike for May IS to protest the declaration of independence. 
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29 injured 
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MAFRAQtJ-T-> — A total of 

29 people fam* farmed to a 
fadUtfaa between tfa bases 
whfcb occurred Sunday mornbic 
IjfaW . Maftwqj. PaHce severs 
-Odd that tour pnqfa were 
terittuty bfcred md utti*- 
bfad.fitc accident to wrong 
overtaktogfay rim driver of one 
«f fcfaw. The fojared were 
rushed to Mafiaq goMraatnl 
Marital for treatment, 
r- The ac c id en t took place m 
tfaeve of lordati’s wMwtrt— 
■af. the Weald Traffic Day and 
tbe Arab Traffic Week, which 
started Sunday. A tofala*354 
peep to were . kffied md more 
ffiri 10,000 were nfartd h 
nod aeddeab which took 
place to .toe Tartans pang fa the 
K i n g dom to 1989, according to 
Traffic D epartm ent statistics. 
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Panel set up to 
legalise Amnesty 
chapter ... 

- AMMAN (Petra) — A 31-metn- 
ber preparatory committee has 
. been elected, to follow up on the 
legfa -steps fpr settm^ up a Jorda- 
nfan -chapter of Anmesny Inter- 
nationa]. The comzzuttee elected 
from, among its memtfars a 13- 
member executive bureau com- 
prising Asma Khader. Abdul Jab- 
bar ' Aba ' Gharibeih , Khalid 
Ramadan, Mohammad Abu 
Fatah,Ma 2 zn Aim Bakr.'Hnssein 
AJ Khretsheh, Mansoar Murad, j 
.Suleiman Sweis. WaddafrHadda- 
din, Hani Hourank Yousef 
Hour&ni and Mohammad AI 
Miifieiscm. The election rook 
pi aw Suntfay in the' presence of 
the ox^uiisatabn'-Sr'rrepresenta-: 

ber Wilson. . . .. :'■■'••• . ” 

12 killed In ' ^ 
Pak istan t rakiblaat . 

LAHORE (AP) — A bomb^jip- 
ped through the first-class car of 
an egjKss passenger ^am near 
■ the troubled border with India 
Sunday, kiUmg at least 12 people 
andririjuring 4l , authorities 'said.'-. 

" - ‘tfo OTe rnnnediateiy daimed r©- 
^^naT^yfortheila^^ 

- ides refused to speculate about 
wfjo planted the hrimb but said if 

:was sabotage.. The - bomb ex- 
ploded about 3p.m. (1000GMT) 

' im file restroom oL the- first-class 
car,- according to Mohammad 
TqramBed, stBtiomnatter.ai ^the 
tmy Badami Bagh station . 

Amal, HIzbolIah ._ 

. renew battles 

SZOON,. Lebanon (R) — Rival 
Shi’tte Muslim forces fougbLwicb 
mortars and machmeguns Sunday 

- m South Lebanon, kiUhig ^je 
perspn, ..security sources sad. 
They said militants of the pro* 

' • Iranian Htzboftab (Party of God) ' 
and- militiamen of the Syrian - 
backed Amal fought for two 
hours in the IqHm AJ Tofah area. 
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Libya denies 
W. German report 

NICOSIA (R)' — Libya Sunday 
denied a West German magazine 
report that, it Was buikting a new 
chemical arms, plant.. Der Spiegel 
quoted Western . intelligence 
sources as saying the secret plane 
at Sabha, about 650. kUomcttcs 
south of Tripoli, was similar to 
one damaged by fire ar Rates, 
southwest of TripoS. TheXibyan 
oews agency JANA, monitored 
by the British firowfeasting Cor- 
poration, quoted an . official 
■ source at -the foreign Ministry as 
saying: “Tbere is no truth what- 
soever in the existence of anew 
w old factory.” 

JCishf mand made 
Afghan 

vice-president 

^LAMABAD (R) — Afghan 
Preside nr Najibullab named for- 
mer Prime Minister Sultan AE 
Kishtmand Sunday as first vice- 
president of, his Soviet-backed 
g o v ernm ent, Kabaol Radio re- 
ported. The appointment must be 
improved by parliament, said the 
broadcast. Kisht&utnd,.a loyal but 
Jaddnstxe figure in the ruling 
People’s Democratic Party^ was 
prime nninstir for nine yearn 
before being icplacedby Moham- 
mad Hassan^Sfazq inMayl988._ 


King receives Egyptian, Yemeni messages 
amid intense moves towards Arab summit 

Saudi leader arrives 
today after talks in 
Damascus, Baghdad 


By * Jordan Times Staff 
Writer wife agency dispatches 

AMMAN — Saadi Crown Prince 
Abdullah Ecu Abdul Aziz arrives 
here today amid a flurry of di- 
plomatic activity aimed at settling 
inter-Arab diffe re nce s and paving 
tire way for convening an extraor- 
dinary Arab summit before the 

superpower summit scheduled to 
take place May 30-June' 2. 

His Majesty King Hussein Sunday 
received a message from Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak and 
another joint message boa the lead- 
en Of North and South Yemen. The 
Jordan News Agency, Petra, said the 
Egyptian message, delivered by pres- 
idential envoy Osama Al Bax, dealt 
' with the current situation in the re- 
gtoo, the dangers faring the Arab 
World and preparations for conven- 
ing an Arab summit. _• 

In addition to tones related to the 
proposed summit, the Yemeni mes- 
sage, delivered by the North’s foreign 
mini st er , Abdul Rahman Iiyani, also 
dcah with the steps taken by North 
Yemen and Sooth Yemen towards 
merger, Petra said. 

Both Baz and Iiyani arrived here 
enfier in the day and were expected 
to leave late Sunday or cariy Monday. 

Before dispatching to Amman 
with the message. Mubarak met in 
Otico with Saudi Foreign Minister 
P rin c e Saud Al Faisal, who arrived in 
Tte EgypriaiLcapitBi chi a previously 
unannounce d virit and it was believed 
that be conveyed to Mubarak Sa n t fi 
■King Fa&dV views ou tho- propo se d 
summit am! effort* to reconcile Iraq 
mid Syria. 


In Baghdad, Prince Abdullah held 
talk* with Iraqi Prrsideui Saddam 
Hussein, who has offered to host the 
summit, which will discuss the dan- 
gers inherent in massive Soviet Jewish 
immigration to Israel and other press- 
ing issues facing the Arab World. 

Shortly before Prince Abdullah 
met with President Hussein, reports 
from Baghdad said that the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO), 
which called for the extraordinary 
Arab summit, was insisting that the 
proposed conference he held in the 
Iraqi capital despite Syrian opposition 
voiced in public by President Hafez 
Al Assad. 

Arab League Secretary General 
Chadli Klibi was expected to arrive in 
Damascus late Sunday after a similar 
visit to Baghdad last week. Klibi is 
seen as complementing all ongoing 
efforts to mend fences between Syria 
and Iraq. 

A Syrian- Iraqi raprochement is 
seen as the key to convening the 
summit, and Prince Abdullah visited 
Damascus and held talks with Assad 
before flying to Baghdad Sunday. No 
details were available on the Saudi 
(cadet's talks with Assad, who said 
Thursday that he would not attend 
the proposed summit if it was held in 
Baghdad. 

Prince Abdullah is also believed to 
be seeking to end a seven-year-old rift 
between Damascus and the PLO 
leaderahip, which has dose links with 
Baghdad. The Saudi leader, who has 
successfully mediated several other 
inter-Arab disputes in the past, is also 
scheduled to visit Cairo. 

King Hussein visited Baghdad 
Saturday, and the main- issue he 
discussed with President Hussein was 
prospects for the proposed summit 


and resolving the Syrian-1 raqi rift, 
according to reports from the Iraqi 
capital. 

The King's efforts with the Iraqi 
president were seen as an extension 
of the Saudi moves to convince Assad 
of the necessity to settle Damascus- 
Baghdad differences and dear the air 
for collective Arab action on the 
common challenges and dangers. 

Arab diplomats quoted by Reuters 
in a Damascus-datciined dispatch said 
Saudi Arabia was trying to convene a 
mini-summit of the leaders of Syria 
and Iraq prior to holding a full-scale 
summit. The mini-summit, Reuters 
quoted the diplomats as saying, could 
include King Hussein and Mubarak 
and possibly PLO Chairman Yasser 
Arafat. 

Mubarak visited Syria last week in 
a move seen as sealing the reconcilia- 
tion between Cairo and Damascus 
after a 12-year rift and as a bid to 
press for resolving the Syrian- Iraqi 
rift by Egypt, which is grouped 
together with Jordan, North Yemen 
and Iraq in (he Arab Cooperation 
Council (ACC). 

North Yemeni President Ali 
Abdullah Saleh, a close ally of the 
Iraqi president, was also expected in 
Damascus later this week and Arafat 
might also come for the same pur- 
pose. Reuters reported. 

In addition to the dangers posed to 
the Palestinians and the Arab World 
by massive Soviet Jewish immigration 
to Israel and the impact of the sweep- 
ing changes in Eastern Europe on the 
Arab World and the Middle East, (he 
flagging Arab-lsracli peace process 
and the worsening situation in Leba- 
non are also expected to be tackled by 
the proposed conference. 


Gazan student shot dead 


OCCUPIED GAZA (R) — 
Jsrae&iraopuboc dead a 16-year- 
old Palestinian high school stu- 
dent in tite occupied Gaza Strip 
Sunday during a general strike 
-called to support Pa lestin ia n pris- 
oners. . . 

Mohammad Khalid Mnsa was 
shot twice, at least once in the 
head, during clashes in the Rafah 
refugee camp on the border with 
Egypt, Palestinian and Israeli 
sources said. 

He was taken to hospital but 
ius family nmnetfiately claimed 
die body for burial, the sources 
said. . 

- In Nablus, largest city in the 
occupied West Bank, troops fired 
bullets and. tear-gas in die Balata 
refugee camp to fight off stone- 
throwing youths who had tried to 
overran an army position, witnes- 
ses reported. 

. .The general strike, which 
Palestinians said was nearly total, 
was called by leaders of the 29- 
month-oM revolt in “solidarity 
wife the. heroes, of detention 
camps and their suffering.” 

Sunday is a normal work day 
for most residents of tin West 
Bask and Gaza 'Strips 


Israel’s Itim news agency said 
1,300 vehicles carrying Arab 
labourers left Gaza for jobs in 
Israel despite the strike, but 
Palestinians said far fewer 
travelled to the Jewish state. 

In the West Bank, serious 
clashes broke out when some 300 
students defied an army curfew in 
the town of Tulkarm and mar- 
ched with the Palestinian flag in 
solidarity with Palestinian de- 
tainees, reports said. 

Hospital officials said four stu- 
dents suffered gunshot wounds, 
including a 17-year-old girl who 
was hit in the left thigh and was in 
serious condition. 

The army, which had imposed 
the curfew Saturday following the 
shooting death of a Palestinian 
there, toid troops shot four pro- 
testers with plastic bullets. 

Also, Sunday, the body of a 
37-year-old Palestinian woman 
was found strangled alongside a 
•road in her Gaza Scrip village and 
taken to the Nasser hospital in 
Khan* Yunis, reporters said. 

They said the woman was sus- 
pected of prostitution. Muslim 
fundamentalists have slain 
Palestinian prostitutes and drug 


dealers as suspected collaborators 
as part of their campaign to purge 
them from their society. 

Rights group blasts Israel 

An international children’s 
rights group has accused Israel of 
bolding Palestinian minors in inhu- 
man conditions at a jam-packed 
Jerusalem jail where many are 
beaten by guards. 

The scathing report on the 
Russian Compound, just off Jeru- 
salem's main shopping street, was 
issued Saturday by the Geneva- 
based group Defence for Chil- 
dren International (DCI). 

“The most severe impression 
was the inhuman overcrowding in 
the youth wing," it said. 

The compound was built for 
Russian clergy in the 19th cen- 
tury. Part of it was converted to 
a police station and lock-up under 
the prc-1948 British mandate. 

Representatives of the group 
visited the compound. The report 
cited interviews in April with 39 
minors who complained of beat- 
ings by warders. 

“There were also complaints of 
having been beaten on their way 
to visit the doctor, so now they 
avoid going to him.*' it said. 


Soviets clear way for German unity 


BONN (R) — Thc Soviet Union 
has cleared the path to rapid 
German rarity, avoiding a stub- 
born dispute over North Atlantic 
Treaty Organisation (NATO) 
membership and prompting West 
German Chancellor Helmut Kohl 
to speak Sunday of an “historic 
event for Germany and Europe ” 
Moscow’s opposition to West- 
ern demands that a united Ger- 
many be anchored in NATO was 
the main stumbling block at talks 
here between both. Germany; 
and the four World War U victors 
— the United States, the Soviet 
Union, Britain and Fiance. 

But a West German official 
said Soviet Foreign Minister 
Eduard Shevardnadze had told 
the “two-plos-four” talks Satur- 
day that Moscow no longer in- 
sisted the new state’s military 
status be defined before. East and 
West Germany merge. 

Its unexpected consent to uni- 
fication before the thorny NATO 
issue is resolved means that the 
Germans, .already welt on their 
way to foang their economies 
July 2, are now free to dedde 
when and bow they finally end 
four decades of^ dtfnoto 
"There are no more bratfles 


along the way to the realisation of 
the right of all Germans to self- 
determination,” Kohl said in a 
triumphant statement Sunday. 

“After 40 years of painful 
separation, the fervent wish of all 
Germans to unite in one country 
is being fulfilled.” 

Shevardnadze, who had sug- 
gested united German mem- 
bership in both Nato and the 
Warsaw Pact to keep the new 
state from tilting totally to the 
West, made the crucial conces- 
sion at the first session of the 
talks whose aim is to end Ger- 
many’s post-war divirion and res- 
tore foil sovereignty to the Ger- 
man people. 

The West German official 
quoted him as telling the closed- 
door session the external aspects, 
which include the NATO issue, 
need not be solved as quickly as 
the internal questions left for the 
Germans to deride. 

The war-time allies’ current 
rights could continue as a special 
transitional measure until the 
alliance question was solved and 
Germany could be given full 
sovereignty, he said. 

Foreign ministers at the talks, 
the first high-level bid to solve tire 


German question since I9S9, all 
left the session expressing confi- 
dence they could find a com- 
promise by this autnrnn but left 
journalists guessing what it could 
be. 

“This means a de-coupling,” 
the Bonn official, who asked not 
to be identified, explained Sun- 
day. "The interna! aspects of 
German unity can now be settled 
rapidly.'’ 

“The Soviet Union now wants- 
to delay a final settlement of the 
external aspects in order to de- 
fuse its own domestic political 
doubts (about unity)," he said. 

Shevardnadze appealed to his 
Western colleagues Saturday not 
to embarrass the Kremlin, which 
had long hailed the 1943 triumph 
over the Nazi reich as an epochal 
victory for the Soviet Union, by 
snatching the united country for 
NATO. 

“Emotions (could) boil in our 
country, raising ghosts of the 
past, raising national complexes 
rooted in tragic pages of our 
history,” he said. “The Soviet 
people must see that a line is 
being drawn under the past in a 
just and worthy fashion.” 


U.S. , Arab experts urge world action 
on dangers posed by Jewish immigration 

Symposium concludes with call on Security Council to convene 
international conference on Middle East conflict 


By l .amfc K. Andoni 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A number of prom- 
inent American and Arab scho- 
lars and intellectuals Sunday 
urged the international commun- 
ity to seriously address the dan- 
gers threatening the Middle East 
peace process as a result of the 
mass migration of Soviet Jews to 
Israel. 

In a final statement issued at 
the conclusion of a two-day semi- 
nar on American policy in the 
Middle East, participants blamed 
other countries for failing to 
accept Soviet Jews, thus forcing 
them to settle in Israel. 

The statement, signed by the 
participants in the symposium 
organised by the Arab liionght 
Forum (ATF), also urged the 
United Nations Security Council 
to convene an international peace 
conference to resolve the Arab- 
Israeli conflict (see box). 

The conclusions reached by the 
symposium were viewed by 
observers as a successful attempt 
to “lobby for American support 
for immediate action to promote 
the peace process in the region.” 

Daring fee two days of debate. 
Arab, particularly Jordanian, 
participants repeatedly empha- 
sised the urgency of addressing 
fee repercussions of fee influx of 


Soviet Jews to Israel. 

In his opening address on 
Saturday, His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan warned 
that Israel might succeed in di- 
verting world attention from the 
issue of Soviet Jews. Prince Has- 
san attended most of Sunday’s 
session and took part in fee dis- 
cussions that preceded the for- 
mulation of the final statement. 

During the final session, 
Adnan Abu Odeh. the political 
advisor of His Majesty King Hus- 
sein, made a strong point by 
arguing that the wave of Soviet 
Jewish immigrants posed a se- 
rious threat to fee stability of the 
area. 

“This wave of immigrants com- 
es at a crucial point of the Arab- 
Israeli conflict, and, in fee abs- 
ence of a peaceful settlement, it 
threatens fee peace process and 
regional stability, and infringes 
on Palestinian human rights,” 
Abu Odeh said in a paper submit- 
ted to the symposium on “The 
Emigration of Soviet Jews to 
Israel and its Implications.” 

In his analytical presentation. 
Abu Odeh refuted Israeli 
attempts to project the issue of 
Soviet Jews as a strictly an issue 
of human rights. “Had the 
emigration of Soviet Jews to 
Israel been merely another man- 


Final statement 

We urge feat the U.N. Security Council, wife fee immediate and 
strong support of its permanent members, convene a comprehensive 
Middle East peace conference to be attended by fee five great 
powers and Ml parties concerned to achieving just and lasting peace, 
and to resolving the conflicts not now in fee Middle East. 

2. We call the attention of aD countries in the world to the dangers -to 
fee Middle East peace process created by (fee failure of so many of 
them to accept substantial members of Soviet Jewish emigrants 
theory faring the great majority of them to settle in Israel to the 
exclusion of other nations. 

3. Finding this s eminar to be a constructive and broadening process, 
the participants request that an ongoing diakmge be developed by 
the Arab Though Forum, so that generic and specific issues of 
conflict resolution in the Middle East can be addressed on an 
ongoing basis. 


ifestarion of the victory of man’s 
struggle for human rights, we 
would not have gathered here to 
discuss it,” he said. “The truth, 
however, is that Jewish immigra- 
tion to Israel has been for over a 
century an affair of fee utmost 
political seriousness.” he argued. 

Abu Odefe then explored the 
role of Jewish immigration in the 
creation and expansion of Israel. 
He also reviewed Israeli policies 
and steps which arm at evicting 
Palestinians from the occupied 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. He 
concluded that the urgency of the 
situation warrants intensive and 


immediate international efforts to 
reach a peaceful settlement based 
on United Nations resolutions, 
the Palestinian right to self-deter- 
mination and the right of all 
states in the region to live in 
peace. 

All of the American partici- 
pants were professors of Harvard 
University who are renowned 
specialists on the Middle East and 
negotiations. 

During Monday’s session, five 
papers were presented on 
weapons of mass destruction in 
the Middle East, and the peace 
process in fee region. 


Ban on male 
hairdressers 
draws mixed 
reaction 

By Saad Hatter 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A decision by the 
Ministry of Interior to halt the 
issuance of new licences for male 
hairdressers has drawn mixed 
reactions over fee legality of such 
a decision. 

“Prohibiting male hairdressers 
from cutting women’s hair is a 
breach of the Constitution which 
stipulates that all citizens are 
equal, both in rights and obliga- 
tions,” commented attorney 
Salim Zoubi, a member of fee 
Lower House of Parliament. 

The ministry decided as of May 
1 not to register new malecorners 
to women’s beauty shops, a 
Minister of Interior source told 
fee Jordan Times Sunday. 

The source, who requested 
anonymity, said while fee deci- 
sion would not affect the status of 
working men it prohibited the 
issuance of new licences in this 
field for men starting this month. 

Ahmad Khndari, president of 
fee Public Services Association, 
echoed the opinion of Deputy 
Zoubi. 

“This measure will further 
aggravate unemployment among 
male workers” currently running 
at estimated 20 per cent of fee 
Kingdom’s 600, 000-strong work- 
force, Khndari said. 

“We are living in a democratic 
state and people of all walks of 
Hfe should have a say in what sort 
of career they would like to pur- 
sue,” be added. 

Khudari said female hairdres- 
ses were the only beneficiaries of 
the new derision, established in 
1954, the association groups 
1,000 women and 1,500 men. 

Hassan Hamdi, a government 
employee, had a different 
opinion. 

“I am not willing to send my 
wife, aster or mother to a male 
hairdresser,” he said, adding feat 
women's hairdressing should be 
restricted to females. 

In 1976, some 750 female hair- 
dressers formed what they 
termed the association of 
women's beautyshop keepers 
whose membership overlapped 
with that of the Public Services 
Association. 

Sunday's decision was seen by 
observers as another government 
concession to the Islamist move- 
ment, which clinched nearly one 
third of the House’s 80 seats in 
the Nov. 8 elections. 

In February, fee national car- 
rier Royal Jordanian prohibited 
alcohol aboard flights to Arab 
and Islamic countries. 


CB J rejects devaluatio 
rumours, warns pub 



By a Jordan Tones 
Staff Writer 

AMMAN — The Central Bank 
of Jordan (CBJ) Saturday dis- 
missed as groundless rumours 
feat a devaluation of the Jorda- 
nian dinar was in fee offing and 
that the foreign exchange re- 
serves of Jordan were under 
pressure. 

“All these claims have prob- 
ably originated with dealers in 
unofficial financial markets." 
CBJ Governor Mohammad 
Saeed Al Nabulsi was quoted as 
saying by the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra. 

. Denying that fee CBJ was 
contemplating any devaluation 
of the dinar against the Amer- 
ican dollar as rumoured, the 
governor said that the Central 
Bank had taken note of a rise in 
the value of the dollar in the 
black market after rumours 
spread that Jordan was plan- 
ning to devalue the dinar, that 
Jordan was having difficulties in 
negotiations with foreign credi- 
tors and that fee Kingdom's 


foreign exchange reserves were 
under pressure. 

“These rumours are probably 
designed to cause confusion 
and create public demand for 
foreign currency and encourage 
speculation,” Nabulsi was 
quoted as saying by Petra in an 
interview. 

“The Central Bank is con- 
tinuing to build up its foreign 
exchange reserves," he said. “It 
has proved its ability to meet 
the demands for foreign ex- 
change to cover imports and 
meet the Kingdom's foreign 
commitments,” he added. 

Finance Minister Basel Jar- 
daneb said in late March that 
fee CBJ’s foreign exchange re- 
serves stood between $370 mil- 
lion to $380 million afteT fee 
Kingdom met some outstanding 
payment of interest to foreign 
creditors earlier this year. The 
finance minister expressed con- 
fidence that the Kingdom 
would be able to raise its re- 
serves to $650 million by the 
end of the year, and that the 
present value of the Jordanian 


dinar was “very healthy and 
realistic.” 

The American dollar was 
trading at the rate of 668/672 
fils set by the Central Bank 
Sunday, and financial circles 
said there appeared to be no fluc- 
tuations in the official market. 
However, they said there was a j 
marked rise in fee value of the 
dollar in the black market, 
where it traded between 690 fils 
and 710 fils. 

In his comments carried by 
Petra Sunday, Nabulsi said that 
there was a downward trend in 
the value of the American dol- 
lar in international currency 
markets and this had been re- 
flected in the daily exchange 
rate bulletins issued by the Cen- 
tral Bank. If anything, the gov- 
ernor said, the indications point 
to a decline in the dollar's value 
against the dinar and not vice- 
versa. 

“The Central Bank is deter- 
mined to adhere to its policy of 
stabilising foreign exchange 

(Continued on page 3) 


Ministry involved in bid 
settle union federation rift 


By Nermeen Murad 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Ministry of 
Labour has intervened to deter- 
mine the legitimacy of elections 
held by ibe Federation of 
Jord anian Labour Unions' 
(FJLU) last month and to put 
an end to fee dispute which has 
led to a split among the 17 
unions represented in FJLU’s 
95-member central council. 

According to Minister of 
Labour Qaseem Obeidat, fee 
ministry lias assigned a special 
“legal committee” to study a 
memorandum delivered to fee 
ministry by a newly-created 
“democratic bloc” of 10 of the 
17 unions contesting the results 
of fee elections and to follow up 
on a reply memorandum from 
the council’s newly-elected 
secretary general, Abdul Halim 
Khaddam, which the minister 
expected to receive Monday. 

“The committee, headed by 
(hit legal consultant, will study 
the legal aspects of the dispute 
as stipulated by the labour 
law,” Obridat told the Jordan 
Times in a telephone interview 


Sunday. 

He rejected allegations that 
the ministry was illegally in- 
terfering in the dispute and 
stressed that the legal aspect of 
the dispute “is the ministry’s 
business.” 

Haidar Rashid, leader of the 
“democratic bloc," told the 
Jordan Times that the bloc's 
memorandum was addressed to 
the Ministry of Labour “be- 
cause it is the authority con- 
cerned.” 

“We are only asking that the 
labour laws be applied proper- 
ly,” Rashid said. 

He reiterated the bloc’s de- 
mands for new FJLU elections 
and a “more proportional rep- 
resentation of the member un- 
ions of fee federation." . 

Rashid also called for “rec- 
tifying violations” by some of 
the member unions before new 
elections are held. 

The row revolves around 
contentions made by at least 
five member unions of the fed- 
eration, which represents 
25,000 Jordanian workers, that 
the organisation is in urgent 
need of structural reforms. 


The “democratic bloc” de- 
manded administrative as well 
as structural reforms as the 
condition for their participation 
in last month's elections. 

Rashid called for reform 
which would lead to the reduc- 
tion of the representative mem- 
bers of fee unions from 95 
members “to a maximum of 
70." 

He explained that several un- 
ions, which are supposed to be 
made up of workers, “had gov- 
ernment employees as repre- 
sentatives or as members of 
feat union.” 

He cited as example the Air 
Transport and Tourism Union 
“having employees and not 
labourers among its membeis.” 
Rashid said that the union’s 
representatives were all em- 
ployees of Royal Jordanian 
“and has to be reformed to 
include only workers.” 

He also pointed to fee Muni- 
cipal Workers Union and fee 
Railway Workers Union as ex- 
amples of “unproportional rep- 
resentation” in fee federation. 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Iranian speaker blasts ‘Hated’ 
U.S., rules out diplomatic ties 


NICOSIA (AP) — The radical speaker of Iran’s 
pa rliame nt Sunday denounced the United States as 
“the enemy of Islam... hated by our people” and 
ruled out a resumption of diplomatic relations. 


The official Islamic Republic 
News Agency (IRNA), moni- 
tored in Nicosia, quoted Mehdi 
Karrubi as declaring in the 270- 
seat Majlis, or parliament: “No 
one can establish relations with 
the America." 

As members of the radical- 
do initiated Majlis chanted “death 
to America" Karrubi declared: 
“As long as America is plotting 
against the Islamic World and the 
Islamic Republic of Iran, the 
issue of negotiations between 
Iran and the U.S. will neveT be 
discussed." 

Karrubi 's uncompromising re- 
marks echoed anti -U.S. state- 
ments by other Iranian leaders, 
including President Hashemi Raf- 
sanjani and spiritual leader 
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, in re- 
cent days. 

The broadside was apparently 
triggered by U.S. President 
George Bush's refusal to make a 
“goodwill gesture" toward Iran 
and its Shi’ite Muslim allies in 
Lebanon following the release of 
two American hostages last 
month. 

Robert Pol hill, 55, was freed 
April 22 after 39 months as the 
captive of Shi’ite extremists in 
Lebanon. Frank Reed, 57, was 
released April 30 after being held 
hostage for 42 months. 

The kidnappers and Iranian 
officials called on Bosh to re- 


ciprocate with a conciliatory ges- 
ture. But he declared that 
Washington will do nothing until 
all six remaining American hos- 
tages held in Lebanon have been 
freed unconditionally. 

Karrubi said that Washington 
had made resumption of relations 
with Tehran conditional on the 
release of all U.S. hostages. 

“This is wishful thinking ,” he 
said. “No one has ever thought, 
or will, of establishing relations 
with the U.S." 

Bush's action and the ensuing 
surge of anti-American sentiment 
in Tehran appears to be a setback 
for Rafsanjani, leader of Iran’s 
so-called pragmatists. 

Although he also made anti- 
U.S. statements, he had been 
seeking to improve relations with 
the West to secure badly needed 
foreign investment and advanced 
technology. Those assets are 
needed to revitalise Iran's sagging 
economy and improve conditions 
for ban’s 55 million people. 

Rafsanjani is believed to have 
sought the release of Western 
hostages in Lebanon, where 16 
Americans, Britons and others 
are still missing, to encourage a 
Western response. 

He is bitterly opposed by radio--' 
als led by former Interior Minis- 
ter Ali Akbar Mohiashemi who 
argue that foreign involvement in 
Iran will undermine the Islamic 


revolution and betray the 
teachings of the late Ayatollah 
RohoQah Khomeini, Iran’s re- 
volutionary leader. 

Karrubi and other Iranian offr 
dais have seized on a series of 
events in Washington since 
Polhill was freed to whip up 
anti- American sentiment and ac- 
cuse Bush of sabotaging efforts to 
free the hostages. 

Two days after PoQnll walked 
to freedom the U.S. House of 
Representatives passed a non- 
binding resolution endorsing a 
united Jerusalem as the “capital 
of Israel." 

The day after Reed was re- 
leased, the State Department re- 
leased a report that listed Iran 
and Syria, which had also helped 
in the hostage releases, as states 
supporting terrorism even as 
Bosh was pubtidy thanking them 
for their help. 

The Washington Post reported 
on May 4 that a U.S. Defence 
Department study of the closing 
stage of the Iran- Iraq war said 
that the Iranians used chemical 
weapons in fighting around the 
northeastern Iraqi town of Halab- 
ja in March 1988. 

Previously only Iraq had been 
blamed for dropping poison gas 
bombs on the town, kilting a 
reported 4,000 Kurdish civilians. 

The cumulative effect of these 
events appears to have given Raf- 
san jam’s rivals the amm unition 
they need to undermine his 
efforts. 

As has happened in the past 
when Rafsanjani was in danger of 


Hopes fade for remaining hostages 


By Nassir Shirkhani 
Reuter 

NICOSIA — U.S. President 
George Bush's refusal to bar- 
gain after the release of two 
U.S. hostages has left Iran’s 
moderate leaders in a rage and 
snuffed out hopes for an early 
homecoming for 15 other 
Western captives in Lebanon. 

Americans Robert Polhill 
and Frank Reed, released in 
the past two weeks, owe their 
freedom largely to Iranian 
President Ali Akbar Hashemi 
Rafsanjani who, despite poli- 
tical risks at home, bad re- 
solved to end the protracted 
hostages crisis. 

Iran and its ally Hizbollah 
(the Party of God) — believed 
to be behind hostage-taking 
although it denies the charge 
— say the six remaining Amer- 
ican hostages could walk free if 
Washington pressed Israel to 
free hundreds of Arab pris- 
oners. 

Bush, who has said the Un- 
ited States would not make 
deals with hostage-takers, has 
thanked Iran for its role in 
freeing PolhiU and Reed but 
said Washington would not 
move towards resuming rela- 
tions with Tehran until all six 
were released. 

He said he would not mind if 
Israel freed Arab prisoners. 

But Bush stopped short of 
trying to push Washington's 
closest ally in the Middle East 
into the politically punful posi- 
tion of having to swap the 
Arab prisoners for Western 
captives alone. 

Israel has said any such ex- 
change would have to include 
three Israeli servicemen held 
by Hizbollah. 

Bosh’s position has incensed 
Rafsanjani. who had gambled 
on quick U.S. concessions to 
silence radical opponents wait- 
ing in the wings to exploit any 
blunder by the Iranian presi- 
dent. 

Rafsanjani's vulnerability 
became apparent when hard- 
line clerics, opposed to any 


move towards restoring ties 
with the U.S., expressed their 
outrage last week when Vice- 
President Ataollah Mohajeram 
called for direct talks with 
Washington to settle bilateral 
problems. 

Supreme leader Ayatollah 
Ali Khamenei defused the ten- 
sion by saying there would be 
no rapprochement with 
Washington and rebuking the 
radicals, saying the vice-presi- 
dent had every right to put 
forward his personal views. 

Rafsanjani vented his anger 
with Washington Thursday, 
saying the White House had 
acted like “a stubborn and 
spoiled child” and a buQy in 
failing to show goodwill in re- 
sponse to the freeing of PoQnU 
and Reed. 

He said the two Americans, 
each held for more than three 
years, had been freed on Iran's 
advice as a humanitarian ges- 
ture. The two were freed after 
two months of shuttle diploma- 
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cy between Tehran, Damascus 
and Beirut by Rafsanjani’s 
brother, Mahmoud. 

“Now the United States, in- 
stead of properly rewarding 
this step, has said it would not 
deal with hostage-takers," 
Rafsanjani said in a speech. 

An Iranian diplomat said 
Washington’s attitude was like- 
ly to derail the whole process 
of releasing the remaining hos- 
tages. 

“U.S. refusal to press Israel 
to release the Lebanese prison- 
ers has led to despair among 
the captors and this is likely to 
ruin efforts to release the hos- 
tages," the diplomat, who 
asked not to be identified, told 
Reuters. 

As if to undermine Rasfan- 
jani. Washington immediately 
after the Americans were freed 
branded Iran as a sponsor of 
terrorism and bestowed a med- 
al on the captain of the U.S. 
cruiser Vincennes which shot 


down a civilian Iran Air plane 
over the -Gulf in 1988, killing 
all 290 people on board. 

Washington has said these 
were pre-planned affairs which 
had nothing to do with the 
hostages but such explanations 
do not look convincing in 
Tehran. 

“These American acts can 
only give more ammunition to 
the radical camp to blast Raf- 
sanjani,’’ said an Iranian jour- 
nalist in Tehran. 

Hostage-taking has dented 
Iran’s image and acted as a 
major hurdle in its quest to 
mend its relations with West- 
ern nations. 

Iran is in dire need of West- 
ern help to rebuild its economy 
and military after eight years of 
war with Iraq that was halted 
by a U.N.-sponsored ceasefire 
in August 1988. 

Ties with the West might 
also deter Iraq, which Iran sees 
as a menacing military giant, 
from resuming the war. 

Resolution of the hostage 
saga would increase pressure 
on Washington to release $12 
billion in Iranian assets, includ- 
ing coveted military hardware, 
frozen after the seizure of the 
U.S. embassy in Tehran in 
1979. 

But the influential Tehran 
Times, which often expresses 
the views of Rafsanjani and his 
supporters, said in an editorial' 
Sunday that Iran’s efforts to 
free hostages were being misin- 
terpreted in the West as signs 
of weakness. 

“Some Westerners, instead 
of admiring Iranian humanita- 
rian efforts, have interpreted 
them as signs of weakness, 
saying Iran’s needs for West- 
ern help in reconstruction had 
forced Iran to help free the 
hostages," the newspaper said. 

“Iran acted out of humanita- 
rian convictions and its motives 
had nothing to do with recon- 
struction needs or any political 
deal, nor with any desire to 
resume talks or ties. Such posi- 
tion takings by the West will 
only prove a deterrent.” 


being outflanked, he has adopted 
a tough public posture himself. 

“We do not want relations with 
the United States, and welcomed 
the breaking of ties,’’ he declared 
Thursday. 

Washington severed relations 
with Iran in November 1979, 
when militants stormed the U.S. 
embassy in Tehran and held 52 
Americans hostages for 444 days. 

He likened Bash’s administra- 
tion to “a spoiled, frustrated 
child.” 

The Iranians have called on 
Washington to use its influence 
on Israel to free some 400 ShTites 
and Palestinians held by Israel's 

mili tia 

Tehran also wants the United 
States to determine the fate of 
four Iranians kidnapped by 
Christian militiamen in Lebanon 
in July 1982 and free them if they 
are still alive. Lebanese sources 
have said the four are believed to 
be dead. 

“We have repeatedly addres- 
sed Western statesmen to use 
their influence for the release of 
Iranian, Lebanese and Palesti- 
nian hostages," Karrubi de- 
clared. 

He said that Shi’ite militants in 
Lebanon released Polhill and 
Reed “according to divine rules 
and Islamic insight.” 

The releases “bad nothing to 
do with the United States," he 
said. 

“It seems that American states- 
men have forgotten how much 
they and their country are hated 
by oar people," he declared. 


Tunisian 
Islamic 
leader not 
keen to 
end exile 

ALGIERS (R) — Exiled Tuni- 
sian Islamic leader Radnd Ghan- 
nouchi accused the gove rnm ent 
Sunday of oppressing his move- 
ment and said it would be 
"burned” if it sought a show- 
down. 

Ghannoochi, alio wont into 
exile a year ago, said his unrec- 
ognised Nahdha (Renaissance) 
Movemner^did not want con- 
frontation with the government 
of President Zine A1 Abidinc Ibn 
AH but “if it is imposed on ns, 
those who ignite it will be 
burned.” 

In Algiers for a conference cm 
the future of Islam, be also told 
Renters in response to written 
questions he supported a recently 
formed opposition leftist alliance. 

“The political dimate in the 
country, c h aracterised by suffoca- 
tion and blocked horizons, does 
not encourage me to return 
now," Ghannouchi said. 

“Arbitrary and unconstitution- 
al laws in the area of general and 
political freedoms are still on the 
books, and arbitrariness in ap- 
plying them to all (opposition) 
political tendencies is in- 
creasing.” 

“Ibn AH has sought to intro- 
duce a measure of multi-party 
democracy since taking power 
from former President Habib 
Bourguiba in November 1987. 

But the Nahdha and several 
other parties are stiU banned. The 
recognised patties say the ruling 
Democratic Constitutional Union 
continues to squeeze out the 
opposition. 

The Nahdha won 13 per cent of 
the popular vote in April 1989 
general elections. 

Ghannoochi accused the gov- 
ernment of “terrorism and rep- 
ression" against his group and 
said it had sought to bar him 
entry from countries be had vi- 
sited. 


PLO 
to renew 
bid for 
WHO 

membership 

GENEVA (R) — The Palestine 
liberation Organisation is to 
make a new bid to join the World 
Health Organisation (WHO) 
with the United States threaten- 
ing to cot off funds if the FLO is 
admitted. 

The move is likely to oversha- 
dow discussion of AIDS and 
other medical issues when the 
167-member world health body 
holds its annual meeting starting 
Monday. 

The PLO failed last year in a 
first attempt to win promotion 
from observers to full member 
status and member states prom- 
ised to look at its application 
again this year. 

Bat the United States, which 
provides over a quarter of the 
WHO’s annual budget, has made 
it dear it will cut off financial 
contributions if the PLO’s bid is 
successful. 

Tbe U.S. mission in Geneva 
circulated a note reminding jour- 
nalists and diplomats that 
Washington was required by law 
to withhold funding to any Un- 
ited -Nations agency “chat en- 
hances the status of the PLO, 
such as accepting it as a fall 
member.” 

The PLO membership issue is 
among 33 items on tbe agenda of 
the two- week review of the 
world’s health problems by health 
ministers. 

The meeting will hear progress 
reports on the spread of AIDS, 
nutritional research, disposal of 
hazardous waste and health 
assistance to refugees. 

The development of a health 
system in newly-independent 
Namibia, the WHO's 167th mem- 
ber, is also on the agenda. 

WHO Director-General 
Hiroshi Nakajima of Japan has 
tried to persuade the PLO to give 
up its bid for full membership on 
the grounds that a U.S. financial 
cutoff would harm the agency’s 
health efforts worldwide. 

The United States puts up the 
bulk of the money that tbe WHO 
spends in efforts to stem the 
spread of the deadly disease 
AIDS. 

Nakajima told reporters re- 
cently he bad held informal con- 
tacts with Palestinian leader Yas- 
ser Arafat and his representative 
in Geneva, Nabfl Ramlawi. 

“The Palestinians are fully 
aware of the fin a nc ia l implica- 
tions,” be said. 


Oman 
to counter 
flash floods 

MUSCAT (AP) — City water 
officials Sunday unveiled plans to 
counter deadly flash floods which 
kill residents in the capital and its 
e n virons every year. 

Two flood control dams arc to 
be constructed at strategic risk 
locations in Muscat and a study 
will be carried out to pinpoint 
other hazardous low-lying areas 
across tbe rest of the country, a 
Water Resources Ministry 
spokesman said. 

The dams will be built in Wadi 
Muscat and at Wadi Lansab near 
Ghallah, Surface Water Depart- 
ment Deputy Director Wayne 
Carry told the Associated Press. 

Rainfall in Oman, which lies on 
the southeastern tip of the Ara- 
bian peninsula, is erratic and 
flash floods are a frequent phe- 
nomenon. 

More than 50 millimetres of 
water can fell in a 24-hour period. 
That is equal to half the average 
precipitation for an entire year in 
Oman. 


Iraqi president, Turkish premiei 
discuss Euphrates, pipe dispute 


BAGHDAD (AP) — Turkish 
Prime Minister Yikfrim Akhulut 
held talks with Iraqi leaden Sun- 
day amid d i f f er e nces over Bagh- 
dad’s demand for a guaranteed 

share of Euphrates river water 
and Ankara’s desire for a hot- 
parent accord to combat Kurdish 
guerrillas. 

Turkish embassy officials said 
Akbulut, who arrived in Baghdad 
Saturday for a three-day visit, 
met with President Saddam Hus- 
sein and discussed “bilateral rela- 
tions and issues of mutual con-. 

Gem. 

The officials, speaking on con- 
dition of anonymity, sand Akbo- 
lut delivered a message from Tur- 
kish President Turgut Ozal to 
Saddam. 

They declined to disclose the 
contents of the message. 

But sources close to tbe Tur- 
kish delegation said Ozal ex- 
plained why Turkey handed over 
to Britain metal tubes bound for 
Iraq that were seized on a truck af 
the Bulgarian border last week. 

It was the third seizure of 
British-made metal tubes des- 
tined for Iraq in recent days. The 
others occurred in Britain and. 
Greece. 

The British government main- 
tains the tubes are components 
for a giant, long-range “super 
gun” capable of firing chemical 
warheads at Israel. Iraq insists 
die pipes are for a petrochemical 
plant* 


Turkish 
Cypriots 
elect new 
parliament 

NICOSIA, Cyprus (AP) — Tur- 
kish Cypriots went to the polls 
Sunday for the second time in two 
weeks to elect a parliament in 
their breakaway mini-state. The 
result could lead to a change of 
power for the first time since 
Turkey’s 1974 invasion split the 
island in two. 

Analysts say such a shift could 
bring fresh momentum to stalled : 
peace talks aimed at reuniting the 
self-proclaimed “Turkish Repub- 
lic of Northern Cyprus” with the 
Greek Cypriots. 

Turkish Cypriots gave longtime 
leader Rauf Denktash a fourth 
term as president in an election 
two weeks ago by an overwhelm- 
ing majority of 67 per cent. 

An opposition coalition called 
tiie National Struggle Party is 
seeking to unseat the centrist 
National Unity Party, founded by 
Denktash and in power for 15 
years. 

This would leave Denktash 
without control of the legislature, 
which has the final say on policy- 
making. The president has little 
executive power. 

The opposition has accused 
Denktash of intransigence in 
Cyprus reunification talks. 


The sources reported that Ozal 
said in his message that he hoped 
Iraq would understand Turkey’s 
position in sending bad e the p ipes 
because of the British allegations. 

. Tbe message also expressed 
Turkey’s readiness to boost its 
relations with Iraq and reiterated 
Ankara’s efforts to settle a dis- 
pute over water from the Eup- 
hrates River,- the sources said. - 

Iraqi officials were not avail- 
able for comment. 

Relations between Iraq and 
Turkey, its northern neighbour, 
soured in January when the Turks 

cut off modi of tbe Euphrates 
ISow for a month to fill the reser- 
voir of the huge Attaturk Dam in 
southeastern Anatolia province. 

~ The 2^500-kilometreEnphrates 
originates in eastern Turkey. It 
flows through Syria and then Iraq 
before joining tbe Tigris River, 
which also originates in Turkey, 
to form the Shatt-Al-Arab 
Waterway that runs into the Gulf. 

J Sources dose to the talks, 
speaking on condition of anony- 
mity, repented Sunday that dis- 
agreements have emerged on the 
Euphrates issue and border 
security. 

The Iraqis are pressing for ah 
agreement that wifi fix flow rates 
for all the states along the Eup- 
hrates and want another bilateral 
treaty on sharing water from the 
Tigris. 

Tbe Turks have balked at that. 

But they want to renew a 1984 


border security agreement which 
expired last year to give them the 
right of hot pursuit against Kur- 
dish insurgents waging a savage 
guerrilla war in southeastern 
Ttarkey." 

- The Iraqis are also fighting 
iCnwfiyh separatists in the moun- 
tainous northern border region. 

Sources close to the talks said 
Sunday the Iraqis have made it 
dear to the Turks that they are 
reluctant to renew = tire security 
accord. 

- But they have offered toaflqw 
hot-pursuit up to 10 kflomeires 
Iraq on a case-by-case 
basis, for short of the Turkish 

demand. . . • 

The Turks were understood to 
be wilting to let Iraq extend a 
cordon sanitaire along its eastern 
bolder with Iran to its northern 
frontier with Turkey and work 
with Turkish forces to combat-tbe 
Kurdish insurgents. 

The Iraqis estabUstied 'the 
security zone along the Iranian 
frontier three years ago to curb 
attacks by Iranian- backed Kur- 
dish guerrilla factions. 

Akbulut Sunday resumed dis- 
cussions with Iraq’s first deputy 
prime minister, Taha Yassin 
Ramadan, and other senior offi- 
cials on developing trade links. 

But the sources said that the 
Euphrates dispute could be the 
twain stumbling block in Turkish 
efforts to boost economic links 
with Iraq. 



Rebels kill 2 women In Turkey 

ANKARA (R) — Separatist rebel Kurds killed two women and 
wounded a third when they attacked & house in Derik townin the 
southeastern province of Manfin, the semi-official Anatolian 
■News Agency said Sunday. It said the rebels of the Marxist 
Knnfish Workers Party (PICK) raked the house with automatic 
weapons Saturday night Security so urces said the victims were 
believed to be family members of PKK guerrilla who .trimeil 
informant after being ca ptu red by security forces. 

Greek ferry sinks at Cypriot port 

NICOSIA (R) — A small Greek passenger ferry sankafter 
colliding with a Liberian-registered container ship at the Cypriot; 
port of Limassol, Lloyds Shipping Intelligence said Sunday^vNor 
injuries were reported. Lloyds said the Greek vessel, Denise, was. 
manoeuvring to leave the port Saturday wfien it struck the, 
bulbous bow of the 9,715 tonne motor container vessel Piooer, 
owned by a Bulgarian c ompany . Officials in Limassol said- the,-- 
port was functioning normally. . 7, 

Rebel rockets kill one In Kabul 


ISLAMABAD (R) — Guerrillas fighting tire Soviet-bacted 
Afghan government have fired five rockets into the capital Kabul; 
killing one person and wounding three others. Kabul Radio,- 
moni tored in th e Pakistani capital Islamabad, said Saturday the 
surface-to-surface missiles fired into Kabul’s residential areas bad 
also caused economic losses. Kabul has been the target, of 
frequent rocket attacks in recent weeks. Tbe last on, ApriI 27 
killed five people and wounded eight. ■ 

Groups condmen Turkish May Day action 

BERNE (R) — Some 300 protesters gathered in the Swiss capita! 
to condemn the way Turkish pofioe broke up May Day workers’, 
demonstrations. Swiss police said the protest, sponsored by a 
coalition of Swiss and Turkish groups, passed off without 
incident. The protesters denounced Turkish police violence. - 
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Day Salati Tel. 815817. 654932. 

WEATHER 

Bulletin sappBcdby the Dcpertmcntof 

Meteorology- 


04:14 


Gradual rise in temperatures win 

05:40 


occur and winds will be northwesterly 

12^2 


moderate to fresh, causing dust in the 

16:12 



19:24 



2M1 


calm sea. 


JORDAN TIMES.DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


Min ./max. temp. 

Amman 9 1 26 

Aqaba _ 15 132 

Deserts - 9 / 26 

Jordan Vadcy 12/30 

Yesterday's high tempe ra t ures : Am- 
man 22, Aqaba 29. Humidity readings: 
Amman 28 per oral. Aqaba 20 per 
cent 

USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr.TayseerKhadr 606857 

Dr. George Sabori 77675! 

Dr. Yousef AJFaqth 757909 

Dr. Amin Abdul Jabcr 614222 

Finn pharmacy 661912 

Ferdows pharmacy 778336 

A1 Axcma pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

AI Salem pharmacy 636730 

Yaeeub pharmacy 644945 

Shmetaani pharmacy 637660 

DUHZk 

Dr. bam A1 Saleh (— ) 

AlSbaraa' pharmacy 985238 


ZARQA: 

Dr. Abdul Latif Shaiburi ( — ) 

Kbahfeh pharmacy 985417 


EMERGENCIES 

Gv£! Defence Department 6t 

Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue (£ 

Civil Defence Em er g en cy 

Rescue Police .... 192.621111.6] 

Fire Brigade 8! 

Blood Bank T. 

Highway Police 84 

Traffic Police 0 

Public Security Department ....6] 

Hotel Complaints 6C 

Price Complaints 6f 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints H 

Amman Municipality 

CornpiaiaH 7* 

T elephone Information 

(directory assistance ) 

Overseas Calls — 01 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs.... 63 

Abdati Telephone Repaint 61 

Jonlao Television 77 

Radio Jordan 77 

Water Authority 68 


Jordan Eleetridty Authority .. 815615 
Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Flight Information 08-53200 

Otteen Alia Inti. Airport 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 


AMMAN: 

Hussein Medea] Genre ... 
Khalidi Maternity. 1. Ann 
Akileb Maternity. J. Ann. 
Jabal Amman Maternity ... 

Malhas. J. Amman 

Palestine. Shanebami 

Sfamebana Hospital 

University Hospital 

Al-Muasbcr Hospital 

The Islamic, Abdali 

Ai-AbJi, Abdsti 

HaEan. Al-Muhajreen 

Al- Bashir, J. Ashrafich .... 

Army. Marka 

Oncen AHs Hospital 

Arad Hospital 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital 

Zarqa National Hospital ... 
Ibn Sina Hospital 

IRBUh 

Princess Basra: Hospital ., 
Grok Catholic Hospital 


. 813813/32 
... 644281/6 
... 642441/2 

642362 

636140 

... 66*171/4 
..... 669131 

845845 

... 667227/9 
. 666127/37 
... 664164/6 
... 777101/3 
. 775111/26 
. 891611/15 
. 60224050 
..... 674155 


(09)983323 

(09)991071 

(09)986732 


Ibn Al Nafees Hospital (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Prin o css Haya Hospital .... (03)314111 

POR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by Royal 
Jotdatriao (RJ) btfonnatioo depart- 
ment at tbe Owen ASa lo te nMkmal 
Airport Td. (06)53200-5. when k 
should always be veriBcd. 


Rujnri Jordanian (RJ) FUghta 
(Tttmihiai 1) 

Riyadh (RJ) 

IMS ...................... Damascus (RJ) 

Sanaa ~ 


09:15 

IfcM 

IMS 

IMS 

MM5 

HttS 

IM 

na» 

IS: 15 

18:45 

IMS 

19:15 


Dubai. Abu Dhabi <RJ) 
.... Doha, Bahrain (RJ) 
. Dhahran. Kuwait (RJ) 

Cairo. Aqaba (RJ) 

liUa bul (RJ) 

Cairo (RJ) 

— TtabiRJ) 

— a. London (RJ) 


fifeJB Calcutta. Bangkok (RJ) 

Otter Flights (Terminal 2) 

- Baghdad (IA) 

I** Sanaa (LH) 

U--95 Cairo (MS) 

12*0 Bucharest (RO) 

Kuwait (KUj 

IMS Abo Dhabi, Bahrain (GF) 

'»*• - ParisfAF) 

**25 Baghdad (AF) 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1) 


.... Vienna. Frankfurt (RJ) 

Montreal, New York (RJ) 

— Istanbul (RJ) 

Aqaba. Cairo (RJ) 

— ........ Kuwait (RJ) 

Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

Jeddah (RJ) 

- - Baghdad (RJ) 

— Cairo (RJ) 

Dubai. Muscat (RJ) 


12 : 10 ... 

1240.. ., 
12*5 
13)45... 

20:4* ... 
21:60 ... 
Xklt ... 
21:15 ... 

2140.. . 
21x45 ... 


Otter Flights (Terminal 2) 


09:15 

IIM 

11:19 ... 

11:55 ........ 

DM* 

Hum 

MriS 

Ifc30 


- Beirut j 


Cairo (MS) 

.............. Bucharest (kO) 

— Kuwait (KU) 

Bahrain, Shariah (GF) 
Bsfbdad(AF) 


Broad beast 


Uppcr/fowcr price m Sh per kg. 

Almonds — 5S&/450 

Apple ...480V440- 

Banaaa ;459/400- 

Bauaaa.(Mukansntar) ... 400/ 350 

Beaus 300/250 

Broad beast 240/180 

Cabbage 1 — ;. — 60 

Carrot ^ ,140/ U». 

CauBSowcr L im '220/W 

C«« ni, be»(lw*e> 150/ MO 

Otnmbcn (smaff) -280/220 

^.~^™._^J00/350 

Enptoos vni 120 

Garhc ; ^ ; ^.:^.~30a/;*S£r 

Grapefruit >260 / 220 

Lesaoa 

Lettuce (per one) ISO/ H» 

M*Sow 32CT 

Mwrow(laige)._„^,.^„.. 160/300 
Marrow (smaO) w^T.^>J(lll/3S0 

Oak*) (dry) 3*7/240 

Onion -200 / 150 

Orange .... ^l^Jan/aiu 
Orange (Shstnoud)' ^:L..»i flDtfABD 

Pepper (hot) . v 220/ 180 

Pepper 220 /180 

Potato _^_^.^37gJ32Q 

100 

Sage 400/300 
spbradi 

■ Tomatoes wa. 220 

Watomekm.^ 2» 








Mflnajt 




Safc3jiM«a»iteh m a ceremony be« Sm»day«t the 
fti“* oT-Caftarr pretests award* to owtoramflng 


Jordan observes traffic day, 
stresses need for safe driving 


AMMAN (J.T.} — Deputy 
' Krone Minuter and Munster of 

- firteri or Salem Masadeh Sunday 
Btrttaed the need feu concerted 
pubKc and private efforts to re- 
duce road: accidents and their 
adverse effects on the national 
economy^ ' 

- Addressing a public rally held 
at the Palace of Culture in 
observance of the Internatkmal 
Traffic Day, the minister said that 
an citizens, young and old, offi- 
cials; police, municipalities and 
ministries should contribute to 
’ some land of action to put an end 
to. loss of life and drain on the 

'economy.' : ' 

“A total of 14 deaths occur in 

- Jordan annually for every 10,000 
vehicles as compared to 1.8 to 5 

■ for every 10,000 vehicles in adv- 
anced nations," the mi n i ster said. 
"Soon the Kingdom is to have 


a comprehensive national traffic 
strategy and a higher council on 
traffic which will be entrusted 
with implementing the strategy,** 
the minister announced: 

He said these are expected to 
contribute to reducing the num- 
ber of accidents and the suffering 
of many families resulting from 
them. 

Public Security’ Department 
(PSD) Director Fadcl Alt told the 
meeting that the economic loss to 
Jordan is estimated at JD 60 
million annually as a result of the 
growing number of road acci- 
dents which last year' stood at 
18,356, an increase of 298 over 
the 19S8 figures. 

- "Last year’s accidents caused 
the death of 355 people, left 
behind tragedies to many families 
and brought about considerable 
economic loses" AJi said. 

A citizen injured m one of last 


ACC countries to coordinate 
agriculture, veterinary policies 


AMMAN (Petra).— - A commit- 
tee on agriculture set up by the 
Arab Cooperation Council 
(ACC) which; groups Iraq, Jor- 
dan, Egypt ami North Yemen has 
urged the governments of the - 
four countries, to embark q-n coor- 
dinated pLdm and concerted poli- 
cies in agriculture wi.tlf paiocular^ 
attention to the provision^ or.f&nn “ 

equipment. • 

The committee, which held 
meetings In Amman between 7 
May 2 wd 4 called for suer-ACC 
cooperation in providing; wptenp- 
ary medicine an d" va edftes for alt 5 
ACC members’ markets, accord- • 
tng to Ministry of Agriculture’s 
Seartary-General Dr. &mi Ai 


Sunnaa. 

The committee, he said passed 
-a number of recommendations 
designed to bring about agricultu- 
ral integration within the ACC 
group- “The committee recom- 
mended that foe four countries 
Should unify legislations concern- 
ing quarantine- .ar^ 

v«erinary amfTaSorator^ testing 
methods; it discussed matters re- 
~ laced to slaughter houses, resting 
of meat and creating a special 
maritime fleet to conduct fishing 
in high seas," Suonnaa added. 

Furthermore, the committee 
called for joint research work in 
farming and' fisheries, the adop- 
tion of unified specification and 


standardisation systems and to 
coodncr joint training program- 
mes for personnel employed in 
these fields. 

The committee has recom- 
mended that the four countries 
jointly organise annual agricultu- 
ral' fairs, each year fa a different 
country, and takd'&eps. to. rifSp 
agate ^inYprin^on^ among^th^ 
members of the public in general, 
and fanners in particular about 
proper fanning methods. 

According to Sunnaa . the com- 
mittee proposed to bold a series 
of seminars in the last quarter of 
this year and the first three 
months of 1991 to discuss topics 
related to agriculture. 


Iordan, Sweden study 
cooperation In trade 


By Ziyad Shilleh 
Special to tbe Jordan Times 


. AMMAN — A two-day semi- 
nar on marketing Jordanian 
products in Sweden will open at 
the' Amman Chamber of Industry 
Monday with the participation of 
..Swedish experts and Jordanian 
economists and businessmen. 

■The chamber’s president Khal- 
dbtfn Abu Nassau said prospects 
of exporting textiles and clothings 
to Sweden would be among the 
main topics for. discussion. 

' . •The seminar "has been .orga- 
nised by the chamber, in coopera- 


tion with the Federation of Swed- 
ish Commerce and Trade under 
tiie umbrella of tbe embassy of 
Sweden in Jordan. 

Four Swedish specialists who 
arrived in Amman Saturday will 
conduct talks with Jordanian 
businessmen in the course of the 
two-day meeting. 

. According to a Swedish embas- 
sy press release, the meeting will 
provide an oportunity for Jorda- 
nians to analyse Swedish eco- 
nomy and foreign trade. 

After having had similar, semi-, 
nars in almost twenty developing 
nations, Jordan as a newly indus- 
trialised country, is tbe first Arab 


state to cooperate with Sweden 
and have this seminar organised 
in Amman, said the press release. 

It said that a considerable in- 
terest had already been shown by 
a group of Jordanian exporters 
who explored the Swedish market 
during March 1990 and returned 
with favourable impressions con- 
cerning possibilities of business 
cooperation between the two 
countries. 

Sweden’s ambassador to Jor- 
dan, Lars Lonnbak, Abu Hassan, 
and Minister of Industry and 
Trade Ziyad Fariz will be among 
the personalities to address the 
opening session. 


Minist ry steps in to resolve anion conflict 


{Continued Brow page 1) 

v “The Municipal Workers 

- Union has ambhg its members 
two categories: civil servants 
and daily paid - workers, who 
number. around . 100," Rashid 
said exp&ii&hg that only the 
latter are eligible for mem- 
bership in tbe union by law.but 
tire* this was not applied and the 
present quota of five repre- 
sentative members, of tbe onion 
m__tbe central council, “is not 
proportional, to its legal mem- 

. ; He said his Woe was calling 
for the reduction of representa- 
tives of both unions from five to 
one' representative each. 

“The central council, after ap 
the necessary and legal recti- 
fications would be reduced 
from 95 representatives to a 
maximum of. -70 representa- 
tives,” Rashid -said. 

. Rashid, president .of the 
.Banking, Insurance .and 
Accountants Union, also 
charged ti^wany rations were 
"obviously involved in wrong- 
doing" 

- "A^tu^.ofxheirbndgtsiswiU 
provfr tbfe," he said- 

Although he would not name 
the. uaions be . charged with 
these vfohrtipns, T&shfd said 
that * ‘these ratipfis-do not have 


a budget proportional to their 
publicised number of mem- 
bers." 

“If a union made up of 1,000 
representatives charges 500 fits 
a month for membership fees 
That anion ■should have a budget 
of at least JD 6,000," he 
pointed- out. 

He said that “these unions*' 
do not have funds “because most 
of their members are not legally 
eligible for membership." 

Although the minister of 
labour would not comment on 
the development of.tbe row in 
the FJLU, sources dose to the 
ministry revealed that "union 
accounts in two banks have 
been frozen by the ministry for 
further investigation of their 
budgets," 

. The sources added that the 
minister had informed the 
council’s secretary general, 
Khaddam, that representatives 
of FJLU will not be invited to a 
Geneva meeting later this year 
“if this problem was not solved 
and new elections were held.” 
•prime Ministry sources told 
the- Jordan Times that “an ini- 
: tial decision has. already been 
.taken to review. the legal viola- 
tions committed by some of the 
unions and hold new elec- 
tions," ' but that the derision 
was . pending the reply from 


Khaddam to the demands of 
the democratic bloc. 

CBJ says 
no devaluation 
of dinar 

(Continued from page I) 

rates, and any rumour about 
any devaluation of the dinar is 
totally untrue and groundless 
and exists only in the sick minds 
of those who spread them,” 
Nabulti told Petra. 

The CBJ governor called on 
the public to be aware of such 
rumours and fight them. "Ac- 
quiring foreign currency at 
prices other than set by the CBJ 
can only harm those Involved in 
such transactions," he warned. 

A senior official, speaking 
last week when rumours of an 
Impending devaluation hit a 
peak, also ruled out that the 
government was planning such 
a step. “We can categorically 
deny that any such move is 
being planned," he said. “The 
present exchange rate of the 
dinar has stabilised, and there is 
no need for any devaluation," 
he stressed. 


West Germany provides 
help in veterinary field 


poUcesua from the Traffic Department (Petra 
photo*. 


year’s accidents addressed the 
rally giving details about the acci- 
dent which harmed him and 
members of his family as a result 
of reckless driving on the part of 
another motorist. 

Masadeh later distributed 
awards to several doctors, nurses 
and traffic policemen who offered 
distinguished services in spread- 
ing public awareness about traffic 
and road safety. 

Masadeh later announced the 
start of a procession of cars with 
posters and slogans underlining 
the importance of respect for 
traffic regulations. 

The precession began at the 
Palace of Culture, went on to 
Sweileh west of Amman and then 
returned to the capital, passing 
through tbe downtown district 
and proceeding ro Ain Ghazal 
east of the capital. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Diseases re- 
lated to fertility and nutrition 
among others, lie behind the slow 
growth of livestock wealth in Jor- 
dan and therefore further atten- 
tion should be given to veterinary 
services to redress the situation, 
according to Ministry of Agricul- 
ture's Secretary-General Sami Al 
Sunnaa. 

"Diseases for which no im- 
munisation is available yet in 
Jordan have been impeding re- 
production and animal breeding 
programmes, constituting a ma- 
jor challenge to the specialists at 
the Ministry of Health and the 
private sector alike.” said Sunnaa 
at the opening of a regional sym- 
posium on reproduction among 
sheep and goats. 

The symposium, organised by 
the Ministry of Agriculture in 
cooperation with the West Ger- 
man Technical Cooperation 
Agency is attended by 60 special- 
ists, veterinarians and other tech- 
nicians from Lebanon, Syria, 
Egypt, Bahrain and Jordan. 

“The Ministry of Agriculture 
constantly encourages stock- 
breeders to raise sufficient farm 
animals and meet the demand on 
lean meat now imported from 
other countries,” Sunnaa added. 

“Currently, the Ministry of 
Agriculture is intensifying its 
cooperation with the West Ger- 
man agency at two major projects 
to discover and eliminate infec- 
tious diseases, provide constant 


watch over the health of livestock 
and offer sufficient veterinary 
medicine and vaccines to stop the 
spread of disease," according to 
Muwaffaq Al Saoudi from the 
Ministry of Agriculture. 

He told the meeting that the 
ministry was viewing with con- 
cern the lack of progress in in- 
creasing livestock in Jordan and is 
doing all it can to overcome tbe 
problem. 

A representative from the 
West German agency said his 
country was willing to contirbuie 
to the transfer of modem technol- 
ogy and help Jordan improve its 
wealth of sheep according to Dr. 
Mukhlcs Ammarin, director of 
the Jordanian centre for the pro- 
duction of veterinary vaccines. 

Lecturers from Britain. 
France. West Germany and Jor- 
dan will address the five-day 
meeting, tackling various aspects 
related to animal he lath and ways 
to promote reproduction. 

“The participants will also 
make tours of Jordanian veterin- 
ary centres." Ammarin added. 

The University of Jordan 
meanwhile announced that a one- 
day seminar to tackle issues re- 
lated to the development of arid 
regions will take place Monday. 
Australian specialists will be 
among those addressing the 
meeting that dwells mainly on 
production of cereals and animal 
fodder. 


April produce export declines 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan last 
month exported 28.5 thousand 
tonnes of vegetables and fruits, 
together worth JD 8.76 million 
and most of the exports went to 
the Gulf states, according to the 
Agricultural Marketing Organisa- 
tion (AMO). 

An AMO statement said veget- 
ables accounted for 72 per cent of 
the total exports, earning Jordan 
JD 6.4 million. 

. Compared to the previous month, 
the statement pointed out, 
April's exports registered a de- 
cline of 16.6 thousand tonnes. 
Jordan exported to the Gulf 
states mainly tomatoes, oranges, 
cucumbers and lemons. 

Last month also witnessed a 
drop of 7.3 thousand tonnes in 
exports compared to April of 
1989, the statement added. 

, . It attributed the decline in ex- 
ports last month' to a drop in the 
volume of crops in March and 
April and the prevailing weather 
conditions during April. 

Kuwait and Saudi Arabia 
bought most of Jordan’s veget- 
ables and fruits last month, fol- 
lowed by the United Arab Emi- 


rates, Bahrain and then Lebanon, 
Iraq and the European Commun- 
ity countries, the statement said. 

Last year, Jordan exported a 
total of 752,000 tonnes of veget- 
ables and fruits worth JD 103.6 
million, and imported 47,000 ton- 
nes of crops from Arab and fore- 
ign states to meet local market 
demand, according to AMO. 

According to the AMO bulle- 
tin, Jordan's last year agricultural 
exports registered the highest 
figures m the 1980s, exceeding 
the exports of 1982 when Jordan 
exported a total of 514,000 
tonnes. 

Columnists in local dailies and 
public complaints published in 
the press have been drawing 
attention to tbe need for proper 
measures to provide sufficient 
quantities of fruits and vegetables 
to the local markets which now 
lack them.;-"- 

‘ Minister of Agriculpire Sulei- 
man Arabiyat said In a statement 
last month that the high price of 
vegetables and fruits and the lack 
of sufficient quantities were part- 
ly due to a monopoly exercised by 
a group of merchants. 


Doctors stress the need for 
unifying health services levels 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The issue of 
dissolving or not dissolving the 
National Medical Institution was 
the main subject of discussion at a 
meeting attended by several doc- 
tors from Bashir Hospital, and 
Hussein Medical Centre. 

Tbe participants were in agree- 
ment that dissolving the institu- 
tion would deepen the financial 
problems of the various govern- 
ment hospitals throughout the 
Kingdom, because it would put 
them under extra financial press- 
ures. 

The doctors therefore called 
for appointing a new, efficient 
leadership, representing the va- 
rious medical sectors and stressed 
the need for unifying the various 


health services levels, through the 
application of the national com- 
prehensive health insurance plan. 

The participating doctors cal- 
led for applying justice to all 
health workers by introducing a 
unified recruitment system and 
giving incentive to bardworkes. 

They also called far giving 
.equal treatment to patients at the 
various hospitals, irrespective of 
.their positions. The participants 
also asked for an end to the waste 
of money, avoiding the heavy 
spending on purchasing costly, 
sophisticated equipment and to 
allocate funds to projects capable 
of improving the primary health 
care in hospitals and heatlh cen- 
tres. 


Centre for agriculture 
approves annual plan, budget 


AMMAN (Petra) — Members of 
the board of directors and the 
executive committee of the Re- 
gional Centre for Agricultural 
Reform and Rural Development 
in the Near East Sunday held a 
meeting in Amman and adopted 
the executive committee’s recom- 
mendations on steps to be taken 
to encourage other countries in 
the region to join the centre's 
membership. 

Participants also approved the 
committee’s plan of action and its 
budget for this year. 

Chairman of the centre's board 
Mohammad Al Suqour said the 
board approved the roles gov- 
erning the appointment of the 


■centre's director and deputy 
director. The board elected 
Ahmad Battah from Jordan as 
director of the centre for a three- 
year term. 

Taking part in the centre’s 
board meetings are representa- 
tives of Pakistan, Syria, Egypt 
and Jordan, as well as the Food 
and Agriculture Organisation 
(FAO) and the Economic and 
Social Commission for Western 
Asia. 

The centre, based in Allan in 
the outskirts of Salt, will serve as 
an institution providing expertise, 
counselling services and technical 
support for the Near East coun- 
tries. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

EXHIBITION 

☆ Art exhibition by Houria Al Iraqi at the Royal Cultural Centre. 


BAZAAR 

* Charity bazaar displaying brass and woodworks, ceramics, 
photos and palntfog* depleting the Jordanian environment and 
Islamic and cultural books at Al ‘Awda Club, Zarqa. 

FILM 

* Feature film entitled “Le the at harem d’archimede” at the 
French Cultural Centre — RM pan. 


* Lecture, la Arabic, on "Drugs bt the Arab World” by Coload 
HMimb ai Qafarf at the Royal Cultural Centre — 5: 9 pan. 
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Her Mqjesty Queen Noor Sunday visits tbe Jordanian Design and Trod? Oeatrs irelra photo) 

Queen visits handlers^ 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Her Majesty sionaiise the country's handicraft handicraft products. 
Queen Noor Ai Hussein Sunday marketing activities by enpourag- The centre is a mufri-f 
paid an informal working visit to ing producers to respond to ex- facility for the develop! 
the Jordan Design and Trade isting demand, reduce reliance on new products, :o r market 
Centre, the commercial arm of informal networks and charity for tr.iir.ing in such areas 
the National Handicraft Develop- sales outlets, initiate mainstream agemen:, industrial pre 
ment Project (NHDP). selling activities and establish and retail merchandising 

The Queen acquainted herself acceptable standards of opera- According to NHF. th< 
with the various lines of products rion. staff will attract buyers th 

on display at the centre’s new To date the project had fo- promotion programme c 
location in Shmetsani district and cused on textiles, weaving and to maximise exposure ii 
the NHDP's training plan for embroidery where the larges: regional and iniemarion 
1990. " number of individuals are em- ke:s. 

Activities in which the NHDP ployed in Jordan's handicraft Buyers will then be 
is currently engaged include pro- sector. place orders for e.visrir 

duct development, sales promo- Assistance has been provided chandise or to work u 
tionandprojectcoordiantion.all to several voluntary organisations centre's design staff to 
of which were discussed during and private entrepreneurs, their own exclusive lines 
the visit. reaching more than 800 benefi- The cenrre will also de^ 

Established by the Noor Al riaries in Amman, Irbid and active cultural program! 
Hussein Foundation (NHF), the Madaba. will engage well-k 

NHDP is largely financed by the The project has recently estab- architects, painters ant 
United States Agency for Inter- lished the Jordan Design and artists in developing enn 
national Development (USAID). Trade Centre to further expand duct lines :o which cheii 
Tbe project seeks to profes- the market for the Kingdom's can be attached. 


JyiL ii o • .ij' -o=i vjtj 

handicraft products. 

The centre is a multi-function 
facility for the development of 
new products, fo r marketing, ar.d 
for training in such areas as man- 
agement, industrial production 
and retail merchandising. 

According to NHF. the centre 
staff will .attract buyers through a 
promotion programme designed 
to marimise exposure in iocai. 
red or. a! and international mar- 
kets. 

Buyers will then be able to 
place orders for existing mer- 
chandise or to work with the 
centre's design staff to develop 
their own exclusive lines. 

The centre will also develop an 
active cultural programme that 
will engage well-known 
architects, painters and other 
artists in developing entire pro- 
duct tines io which their names 
can be attached. 




Conference to tackii 

open market strategy Issue 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Minister of Roscoe S. Suddarth, the Un- several in The Sahab Industr 
Finance Basel Jardaneb Sunday ited States ambassador to Jordan, Estate, two handicrafts acti vita 
opened a conference on USAID welcomed the participants. “We and the Agricultural Marketi 
(United States Agency for In- want to continue to help Jordan Organisation's Agricultur 
temational Development) assist- prosper as an anchor for stability Marketing Development proje 
ance programmes geared toward and secure relationships in the activities in the Jordan Valley.; 
supporting open markets and Middle East,” he said. “One sig- of which have received USA1 
open economies. Delegates from nificant means for us to do that is assistance, 
the private sectors in Jordan and in our joint efforts wiht the gov- During their meetings, parti 
Egypt, and USAID staff from eminent of Jordan to stimulate pants will discuss policy refoi 
Jordan; Egypt, Morocco, Tuni- the vigor of Jordan's private and business regulation, trai 
sia, Yemen. Oman, Pakistan, and sector." and investment, financial m: 

the United States who work with As an introduction to the pri- kets, and how to operational! 

private sector programmes are vate sector in Jordan, the dele- an open market developme 
attending the four-day workshop, gates toured businesses including strategy. 


Seminar to review blood related issues 


Roscoe S. Suddarth, the Un- 
ited States ambassador to Jordan, 
welcomed the participants. “We 
want to continue to help Jordan 
prosper as an anchor for stability 
and secure relationships in the 
Middle East,” he said. “One sig- 
nificant means for us to do that is 
in our joint efforts wiht the gov- 
ernment of Jordan to stimulate 
the vigor of Jordan's private 
sector." 

As an introduction to the pri- 
vate sector in Jordan, the dele- 
gates toured businesses including 


severr.! ir. The Sahab Industrial 
Estate, two handicrafts activities, 
and the Agricultural Marketing 
Organisation's Agricultural 
Marketing Development project 
activities in the Jordan Valley, all 
of which have received USAID 
assistance. 

During their meetings, partici- 
pants will discuss policy reform 
and business regulation, trade 
and investment, financial mar- 
kets, and how to operationalise 
an open marker development 
strategy. 


AMMAN (Petra) — Blood trans- 
fusion and ensuring good quality 
blood at blood banks is the theme 
of a five-day regional seminar 
which opened in Amman Sunday 
under the auspices of tbe World 
Health Organisation (WHO) in 
cooperation with the Ministry of 
Health in Jordan. 

A total of 11 countries from the 
Mediterranean region are repre 


sented at the meeting which is 
designed to enrich the partici- 
pants’ knowledge with the out- 
come of scientific research, analy- 
ses and studies conducted in 
blood transfusion processes, 
acoording to Dr. Janet Mirza, 
director of the Blood Bank at the 
Ministry of Health. 

Cfr. Tawfiq Lobani. director of 
medical affairs at the Ministry of 


Health, who opened the meeting 
on behalf of Minister of Health 
Mohammad Addoub Al Zaben, 
underlined the need for utmost 
care to be taken to avoid negative 
results in blood transfusion pro- 
cesses. 

•Topics related to blood dona- 
tion. storage of blood and bicod 
transfusion and related issues will 
be reviewed by the participants. 




ANNOUNCE 





Sea - Land 
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SEA - LAND SERVICE, INC. HEREBY ANNOUNCES A NEW ™ 
DIRECT QUALITY SERVICE FROM USA EAST COAST Rfft 
PORTS TO AQABA STARTING IMMEDIATELY. “£ 


sailing schedule 
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FOR FURTHER DETAILS, PLEASE CONTACT: 


-j T. GARGOUR & FILS 

mr. WASFI AL TAL ST. (GARDENS) - DA'SSAN CENTER 
21 PHONE#: 690626 / 690760 FAX: 690512 TLX: 21213 
mr. ' P.O.BOX 419 AMMAN, CABLE TRUST. 


WE THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT IN THE PAST AND 
LOOK FORWARD TO THE SAME IN THE FUTURE. 
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Weekly political pulse 


By WaleedSadi 


Palestinian unity is 


The recent call by Nayef 
Hawatmeh, leader of (he 
Democratic Front for the li- 
beration of Palestine (DFLP) 
on Hamas to unite with all 
other Palestinian groups in one 
collective effort against Israeli 
occupation and under the ban- 
ner of the Unified National 
Leadership is a timely and ur- 
gent initiative. There is no- 
thing that can frustrate the 
Palestinian struggle for free- 
dom and self-determination 
than to sow division and dis- 
cord among various Palestinian 
groups. Surely the Palestinians 
who have been relentlessly 
waging their glorious intifada 
against Israeli occupation 
know only too well that Israel 
strives on disunity in the ranks 


of the Palestinians and seeks 
and wants nothing more than 
to have the Palestinians “fight” 
one another. As a matter of 
fact Israel’s only hope to 
strangulate the intifada and 
frustrate Palestinian national 
aspirations for independence is 
to succeed in breaking down 
the Palestinian resolve by sow- 
ing division among them. 

The most beautiful thing ab- 
out the Palestinian struggle for 
independence is the fact that it 
is encompasses all faiths and 
national trends. Any attempt 
to monopolise the national 
struggle now or ever would 
only undermine the chances of 
the Palestinians ever getting 
there and succeeding in estab- 
lishing their state on the firm 


foundation of tolerance and 
pluralism. Anything else would 
only serve the cause of the 
enemies of the Palestinians and 
play into their hands. The 
Palestinians have a leadership 
in the FLO which has carried 
the banner of the struggle for 
such a long time and now , 
therefore, is the time for all 
Palestinians of all faiths and 
persuations to hold hands 
more firmly than ever. To be 
sure one is not asking for any- 
thing new from the Palestinian 
people for they have always 
prided themselves in living 
together in complete harmony 
irrespective of their differing 
doctrines or religions. To re- 
verse now this outstanding 
tradition is to deal a death 
■blow to the Palestinians’ cause 


and aspirations. 

In this vein, one would hope 
that the leadership of the PLO 
would be more outspoken on ' 
this issue in an effort to stop 
the a pp ar e nt drifting that is 
ornmoody occurring within the 
Palestinian ranks in the occu- 
pied territories. The most 
dangerous thing to do in the 
face of this emerging threat to 
Palestinian unity is to ignore it. 

In fact the cleavage already ‘ 
happening among foe Palesti- 
nians under occupation is more 
serious than iheets foe eye. It 
would not be such a bad idea to 
put this issue on foe agenda.of 
the next PUD meeting with a 
view to rectifying it before h 
gels out of band. An all-out 
c on fro n tat i on among foe dif- 
fering Palestinian groups most 


be avoided at all costs. Persua- 
tion and reason must be the 
only tools utilised to bring back 
harmony and unify among the 
Palestinian groups. The sooner 
this reconciliation effort can 
begin, the easict it would be to 
deal wifo.-Tlw Palestinians are 
a people with multi-faiths and 
multi-political beliefs and. there 
is no escape from creating a 
pluralistic society. Any depar- 
ture from this course will sure- 
ly spell disaster to foe entire 
Palestinian cause. And the 
sooneT this issue is settled 
among the Palestinians, the 
easier it would be to formulate 
die national charter of the fu- 
ture state of Palestine. The 
least that foe Palestinian peo- 
ple need to agree on even at 
this early stage is to avoid 


Lebanisation of their country. 

The solidarity betvreeir the 
Palestinian Muslims-' and 
Chris tians , demonstrated re- 
cently over foe Israeli trespas- 
sing into Greek Orthodox 
property in Jerusalem, should 
continue to guide the two 
faiths hi their ende avours to 
stand up to Israefi- occupation 
and oppression. This brother- 
hood between the tworeligkms 
has won international hedaitn 
and infinitely served- the 
Palestinian cause worldwide. 
The Palestinian. struggle, needs, 
foe understanding and support 
of the community of nations, 
and main taining harmony -be- 
tween Hamas and the main- 
stream PLO_ group swou ld 
most certainly lend support to 
this aspiration. 


Meed to adopt 
spirit of new times 


SAUDI Crown Prince Abdullah Ben Abdul Aaz is adding 
the weight of Riyadh to the ongoing efforts to beef the 
festering wounds between Syria and Iraq in a bid to convene 
the proposed Arab summit. Thus far, the deep rift between 
Damascus and Baghdad has eluded all efforts to reconcfle 
foe two countries. The primary casualty of this apparent 
failure is of course the anticipated Arab summit itself on 
which much hope has been pinned. 

One would have thought that the absence of Arab 
agreement would have served as the very impetus for 
holding an Arab summit rather the other way around. Had 
there been a total harmony among the positions of the Arab 
countries, there would have been a lesser need to convene an 
Arab summit. The fact that Damascus and Baghdad are not 
yet on speaking terms should have been taken as the very 
reason why the summit should be held somewhere in the 
Arab World. And as Syria and Iraq constitute the backbone 
of the Arab Eastern Front, It is imperative (ha* an Arab 
summit be convened not because the two countries mo on 
the best of terms but rather because they are not communi- 
cating with mie another properly. 

This whole matter of reconciling seasonal if not chronic 
Arab differences brings to the fore the urgency of institu- 
tionalising Arab relations. As things stand now, inter-Arab 
r elations can hardly be railed a “solid institution. Arab 
countries need to comprehend the. spirit of the new times 
wad the contemporary basis* for developing relations be- 
tween themselves. Afterall, Arab leaders are servants of 
Arab interests and are not the objective of these relations. 
On such rational basis, whatever ill -feeling that may still 
exist among two or more Arab governments must not be 
allowed to jeopardise the overall Arab interests. Otherwise 
it would seem that the national interests of the Arab World 
would continue to be hostage to inter-governmental disputes 
among Arab countries. 

There is still hope that the current efforts to reconcile 
Syria and Iraq would bear fruit in the form of bolding an 
Arab summit. The sooner this result is achieved the better 
for everybody concerned. 


.SOaSAEI PRESS EDITORIALS 


AL Ra’i on Sunday tackled King Hussein's brief visit to Baghdad 
where he discussed with President Saddam Hussein current Arab 
affairs and clearing the atmosphere between Baghdad and 
Damascus. The King must have also discussed the question of 
holding an Arab summit, deemed necessary under the current 
circumstances and in view of the challenges posed to the Arab 
Nation, the paper said. Differences among Arab states should be 
drowned for the sake of convening this important summit, and all 
side disputes among Arab leaders should be put aside for the 
purpose of pooling Arab resources to confront the common 
danger, the paper continued. To confront the common chal- 
lenges, the Arabs have to he united and should undertake 
meaningful action to safeguard their national rights especially as 
the Arab leaderships realise the vast potential in the Arab World 
that can be exploited to serve national goals, the paper added. 
Only intrinsic Arab force said the paper can help the Arab 
countries to confront and successfully deal with aggression, and 
for this sake all inter-Arab differences must be eliminated. 


Writing in A1 Ra'i daily Mahmoud AJ Rimawi says that the Soviet 
perestroika seems to have reached Algeria where changes similar 
to those happening in the Soviet Union are taking place. The 
writer notes that the government in Algeria has allowed 23 
politcal parties to be created, and a gradual relaxation of links 
between foe ruling National Liberation Front and the government 
is taking place. The writer says that one of the- political groups is 
the Islamic group which seeks to establish a 200 per cent Islamist 
rule, something which is bound to be opposed by many politicians 
who believe that pluralism, solving economic problems and 
democratisation are more important and must take place in their 
country. The writer says that the politicians in Algeria have a 
heavy problem at hand, and that is how to benefit from 
democratic rule to improve the conditions of Algerians, while 
facing the extremist Islamists who are trying to make it more 
difficult for them to do so by insisting on assuming unopposed 
rule. The writer reminds his readers of the fact that it is the 
one-party rule that the Algerians are trying to change because 
they find it difficult to lead the country towards progress under 
such system. 


A1 Dustour daily commented on the King's visit to Baghdad 
Saturday and said that it was one more link in his long chain of 
activities to bring about solidarity among the Arabs. The King’s 
talks are clearly designed to bring consensus among the Arabs 
about the need for a summit meeting to deal with the challenges 
faring the nation, the paper noted. The King's efforts in Baghdad 
are part of a pan-Arab endeavour involving the president of 
Egypt who visited Damascus and the crown prince of Saudi 
Arabia who paid a similar visit to Syria in a bid to end the 
differences between Baghdad and Damascus and pave the way for 
a successful summit, the paper added.lt said that the Arab arena 
is now rife with urgent moves to ensure joint action benefitting 
the whole Arab Nation. 


Appeal for help: 

Accommodate Palestinian students, scholars 


By Dr. Nancy S. Pyie 


The writer is Associate Director 
for External Relations, Harvard 
Institute for International De- 
velopment. She presented the 
above paper to the seminar on 
U.S. foreign policy in the Middle 
East which was held in Amman 
May 5-6. 

ALL universities on the West 
Bank have been dosed for the 
last two years. That closure 
order, a form of collective 
punishment by the Israeli author- 
ities in response to the intifada, 
was extended recently for three 
more months. High schools in the 
occupied territories have also suf- 
fered; opening sporadically, al- 
ways in fear of interference and 
interruptions. Fragile peace in- 
itiatives focus on the overriding 
political issues. Policy-makers on 
both sides and the international 
media as well are consumed by 
the uncertain progress of the 
peace process, The residual effect 
is that a generation of Palestinian 
youths is at risk of being denied 
its right to an education. 

If foe basic tenets of the Gene- 
va Convention are to be hon- 
oured, it falls to “Third Parties’’ 
to accept responsibility for prom- 
oting interim solutions to aug- 
ment the Palestinian educational 
system. 

The natur e of the problem 

Although formal classroom 
education does not exist today in 
West Bank universities, an 
underground series of activities 
are keeping the spirit of learning 
alive. Physics late are being set 
up in private kitchens. Computer 
centres thrive in the stairwells of 
rundown buildings. Teachers 


bury banned books in their gar- 
dens. then dig them up to give a 
class. Scholars meet surrepti- 
tiously. students take extraordin- 
ary risks to get to a class. Regular 
lectures are impossible, intensive 
seminars are the order of the day. 
A (ess motivated population 
would have given op, but the 
Palestinians are just getting stron- 
ger. The determination of these 
people merits global attention 
and support. 

Many students vowed to re- 
main on the West Bank to com- 
plete their studies. As the dosure 
drags on, they are having second 
thoughts. They are considering 
going abroad, not to abandon 
their people and their cause fore- 
ver. but rather as part of a long- 
term nation-building strategy. 

The dilemma for Palestinians is 
how to sustain the intifada, an . 
essentially n cm-lethal form of civil 
disobedKmce, while at the same 
time demanding the re-opening 
of the universities. The dilemma 
for foe Israelis is how to dole out 
a collective punishment in re- 
sponse to the intifada, thereby 
maintaining political order, and 
at the same time .re-opening the 
universities without losing face. It 
is a humanitarian problem that 
w31 demand political solutions. 

The intent of this paper is not 
to suggest a resolution to the 
political nature of this problem. 
Rather, it is to call the situation 
to the attention of both the Arab 
World and foe Western powers 
and to suggest a number of short 
term responses that might buy 
time while the involved parties 
seek sustainable solutions. 


To the Editor 


Cruelty 


Patrida M. Madi’s letter to the Editor. (Jordan Tunes, May 1.) 
“Have Mercy." was touching. It is true that we must all be kind to 
animals. Harming animals for enjoyment is cruel. 

However, Jordan is not the only country where cruelty to 
animals is practiced. It is a perversion of mal-adjusted people all 
over the world. Unfortunately, loving animals does not necessari- 
ly mean that all animal lovers are lovers of their fellow humans. 
Many atrocities have been committed against humanity by those 
very people who lavish attention as well as money and food on 
their private pets. 

While we may all shed a tear or two for that poor cat that has 
been hanged or that puppy that was stoned to death, let us not 
forget the more tragic drama of human torture that is daily 
enacted in Palestine, in Lebanon, in South Africa and many other 
parts of our troubled world. Let us not only care what happens to 
mute unprotected animals as is our Islamic duty, but let us care 
what happens to children who never have a chance to grow up. 
Children are an endangered spedes too. Islam teaches us to have 
love for ail living things. However, we must take care that we are 
not over-run by an over-population of dogs and cats. 

We must practice conservation in all aspects of our environ- 
ment. but at the same time, we should not let our concern for 
animals grow out of focus and make them a prime target for our 
devotion. Cruelty to animals or any other innocent being can 
never be condoned, but we cannot solely voice concern for poor 
animals while so many people are suffering everywhere. 

One last thought. Patrida was incorrect when she said, “A 
woman was admitted to heaven on account of a cat, which was 
thirsty, and she gave her water.” 

The correct Hadeeth from Sahib AJ Bukhari is that foe Prophet 
Mohammad (PBUH) said, “A woman was tortured and was put 
in Hell because of a cat which she had kept locked up until it died 
of hunger. The woman was told by the gatekeeper of Hell, 'you 
did not feed nor water it when you locked it up, nor did you set it 
free to eat the insects of the earth.’” 

The Prophet (PBUH) did say however, “while a man was 
walking, he felt thirsty and went down a well and drank water 
from it. On coming out of. foe jwell, he sauf.a_dog panting &pd_ 
eating mud because of excessive thirst. The man said. This (ddg) 
is afflicted with the same problem as I was suffering from.' He 
(went down the well), filled his shoe with water, caught hold of it 
with his teeth and climbed up and watered foe dog. Allah 
accepted his (good) deed and forgave him (bis sms)**. 

E. Yaghi 

Amman 


International obligations 

The closure of West Bank uni- 
versities should have sounded a 
warning bell throughout the Arab 
World and in foe homes of 
Palestinians around the globe. 
Temporary relief in the form of 
financial support for the institu- 
tions, for alternative educational 
opportunities for the students, 
and for more places in ocher Arab 
universities, has barely been 
forthcoming. Arab universities 
face overcrowding by national 
student populations and aren't 
willing to deal with the potential 
political outrage of reserving pre- 
cious places for Palestinians. 
Western universities have turned 
their backs on the situation, using 
the security risk as an excuse to 
scale down interaction with West 
Bank universities. West Bank 
academicians have mounted a no- 
ble effort to keep a semblance of 
higher education alive, no thanks 
jo .foe rest of foe world. f; - 

International educators have a 
unique opportunity to make an 
immediate contribution towards 
the eventual political viability of 
the Palestinian people. The chal- 
lenge of foe dosure might even 
be regarded as a blessing in dis- 
guise. The previous generation of 
Palestinian academicians was dis- 
proportionately trained in second 
rate Eastern block institutions. 
The strength of any future 
Palestinian state will depend in 
some measure upon foe institu- 
tional capacity of its own univer- 
sities to produce an enlightened 
next generation of decision-mak- 
ers and scholars. 

It is naive and unrealistic to 
suggest that foe Palestinian uni- 
versity-age population be moved 


Mutt'n’Jeff 


en masse to other institutions for 
the duration of foe dosure. It is 
entirely plausible to suggest, 
however, that leading universities 
around the globe could collective- 
ly train the most promising West 
Bank scholars in a way which 
would make a critical difference 
at the margin. 

Let moral outrage be accompa- 
nied by concrete offers. Money is 
needed for everything: to im- 
prove English language instruc- 
tion and thereby enable foe most 
gifted students to be competitive 
for entraace to Western institu- 
tions; to subsidise the cost of tests 
and application fees; to sponsor 
tuitions, fees and travel expenses. 
Information about application 
procedures and standardised test 
requirements is woefully hard to 
come by on the West Bank. 
Admissions officers must be 
sensitised to foe incomparable 
circumstances under which candi- 
dates would be applying. Palesti- 
<_.nian students have a well-de- 
served collective reputation for 
■bard work and high motivation. 
We are not asking universities to 
take great risks in admitting these 
students. We are simply asking 
them to be flexible in light of the 
current circumstances. Given a 
fair chance, a critical mass of die 
West Bank's most promising uni- 
versity students should gain entr- 
ance to other institutions to com- 
plete their education. The costs 
of such an effort are not 
monumental. The investment 
promises significant returns. 

I ask all of you in this room as 
scholars, as politicians, and as 
human beings, please accept your 
individual and collective respon- 
sibility to both create interim 
opportunity for Palestinian stu- 
dents and to bring pressure to 
bear on the Israeli authorities to 


reopen the universities. Let us forwarf m bringing peace to the 
resolve tins issue as *a snail step region. 


MASS ARRESTS, 
DEPORTATIONS, 

PASS LAWS, 

HOUSES EL OWN VP, 
KILLINGS, 

PRISONERS BRUTALIZED, 

censorship, 

CURFEWS — 

WHY DO WE CONTINUE 
TO CiVE 

SO MUCH SUPPORT 
TO A COUNTRY 
LIKE THIS ? 


WELL, ISRAEL 
IS THE ONLY 
DEMOCRACY 
- IN THE AREA 
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THW SHRIMPS AFBWD 
OF HIS OWN SHADOW? 
WATCH ME SCARE HJM 
OUT OF HIS WITS » 





Peanuts 


I OJATCHH? ‘’CITIZEN KANE "AGAIN 


LAST NI&HT..I LIKE THE SCENE 


WHERE THE OLDBLMAN TALKS 


AB0UT5EHN& A «RL ON A FERRY. 


HE SAID HE ONLY SAU) HER 
FOR A SECOND. BUT FOR THE 
REST OF HIS LIFE NOT A 
MONTH WENT BY WHEN 
N’T THINK OF HER... 



f And that > 
[MADE YOU THINKj 
VOF ME? y 


f NOT' 

REALLY- 
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Palestinian and Israeli filmmakers 
find common ground in struggle 
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* USJA'Siaff Writer 

Washington. — Rashid 
Mashrawf.-y Palestinian. and 
l-JiflSn Bovadjp, as Israeli Jew. 
aune from dilferat tnditioas. 


Baye' mbA nr-hsaufait They 
bbfomttst ttmaJe u> find funds 
to make the kind of films that are 
Hnportant tothem — highly per- 
sonal sto ri es fo at-reflcct foe jeoja- 
Sict ia tfaeir region , ■ 

*. ;Mashrawi’s '"The Shelter'’- and 


- were . highlight of the fourth 
annual Washington, D.C. Inter- 
national Fiba Festival, held April 
\25 to May 6, The festival show- 
cased 57 fihus- representing 30 
.Vcowtries. ‘ 

■) (The entries inciadcd. an Indian 
JUnv . Satyajit Ray’s "Enemy of 
the P eople." The script, adapted 
fiom Hemllr Ibsen*s play, felts 
'the story. of a. crusading doctor 
who makes enemies by trying to 
warn of dangerous pollution in a 
temple’s holy water). 

“The Shelter" tells the story of 
"two - Palestinian 'construction 
workers in Tel Aviv who are 
’ separated generation ally and 
spiritually. The older worker is 45 
“ years' old, has a family, is apalztic- 
-a! and loyal to his Israeli Jewish 
.. boss. The younger worker is 25, is 
actively, involved in the Palesfo 


nian struggle and hates working 
for his Israeli Jewish boss. These 
two men spend a night together io 
a worker’s shelter, talking about 
their lives and watching the acti- 
vities of other Arabs and Jews on 
the outside through « keyhole. 

“The Shelter” depicts the con- 
tradictions many Palestinian 
workers live with is order to 
support their families, Mashrawi 
explained in an interview. 

“There axe many things we lose 
- just for food,” he said. Many of 
the Palestinians working in Israel 
"don’t think about politics... 
They prefer to forge: about them- 
selves. to give to the children," 

he added. 

The message of "The Shelter” 
is dtat living with this kind of 
contradiction “should not be part 
of normal life,” he noted. 

His films cannot “help the poli- 
tical situation," Mashrawi said. 
T am not trying' to talk about 
peace, or say *wnke up’ to the 
Arabs or say that Jews are bad," 
be pointed out. His film “is just 
about people." 

"Everyone knows what is hap-, 
penutg on the streets," Mashrawi 
said, referring to the intifada. 
Through film, he hopes to show 
what is happening “on the inside" 
and during “the night." 

Mashrawi’s next project will be 
a feature entitled “The Curfew/’ 
which will focus on three families 


involved in the intifada. It will be 
filmed in the occupied territories 
and Mashrawi hopes to start pro- 
duction in about eight months. 

Asked what are the biggest 
challenges he faces as a filmmak- 
er, Mashrawi was quick to 
answer, “My only problem is 
money.” Very often he is unable 
to pay his crew, who will work for 
him anyway. His crew is a mix of 
Israeli Jews and Palestinians. 

Haim Bouzalgo also says find- 
ing money for his films is bis 
biggest obstacle. Bouzalgo 
blames this on the Israeli public 
who would rather go to American 
films than Israeli ones. 

He said that many Israeli films 
deal with rhe conflicts and prob- 
lems of the region — an issue 
most Israelis are saturated with 
on television and in the newspap- 
ers. “They don’t want to see it on 
the big screen,” he noted. 

“Fictitious Marriage" deals 
with a Jew who leaves his family 
in Jerusalem, pretends to go to 
New York and ends up in Tel 
Aviv impersonating an Arab 
worker. 

While the Jew is in Tel Aviv, a 
security guard finds his aban- 
doned suitcase in the Jerusalem 
airport and tries to get an ex- 
planation for the disappearance. 

The abandoned suitcase at the 
airport is a metaphor for the crisis 
inside Israel today, Bouzalgo ex- 


plained. 

Bouzalgo said his film deals 
with an “identity crisis.” He 
noted that he is 37 years old and 
Israel is 42 years old. “This is a 
good age to have a crisis,” he 
said. 

His film reflects the “chronicle 
of confusion" in Israel today, the 
filmmaker said. In the film there 
is an “Israeli who wants to be an 
Arab, an Arab who wants to be 
an Israeli, and a girl who wants to 
be an American. Everyone is not 
satisfied and trying to be some- 
one else,” be noted. 

Bouzalgo's next film will be 
about lead's involvement in 
Lebanon. He said politics does 
not play a role in getting govern- 
ment binding for a movie. His 
project on Lebanon has received 
government funds and Rashid 
Mashrawi’s films have also re- 
ceived some government funding, 
he noted. 

Government funding, howev- 
er, is small and infrequent, he 
noted. The search for backers 
continues for all filmmakers — 
Israelis and Palestinians — 
Bouzalgo said. 

The continuous struggle to get 
money for films does not neces- 
sarily promote a community of 
filmmakers in Israel, Bouzalgo 
pointed out. 

“We all know each other, but 
we are fighting apart,” he said. 



W. Europe’s ‘night of 
barbarism’ began May 1 0, <40 


The Associated Press 

AMSTERDAM — Half a cen- 
tury ago, Adolf Hitler’s death 
machine rolled west into France 
and the low countries, unleashing 
a five-year nightmare unpre- 
cedented in history. . 

On May 10. 1940, bombers, 
tanks and two mfilton wehnhacbt 
and SS soldiers ushered in what 
British wartime leader Winston. 
Church Ui called the "long night 
of barbarism." . 

The onslaught caught its vic- 
tiro xmprepaxed, with the Dutch 
hoping for a repeat of their World- 
War I ueotr gfav and the French 
relying ooti^ massive, but in- 
effectual fortification, foe Magj- 
not Line'. 

It took: Nazi Germany only 
four days to conquer the Nether- 
lands, whose patchwork defences 
were overran and its fighting spir- 
it pummelTedintb capitulation by 
the carpet bombing of Rot- 
terdam. 

In April, with' war in the air, 
Cornells Stam of Amsterdam had - 
. been draftedimo the Dutch army 
— - and issued an 1895 rifle. 

Europe’s two decades of peace 
had ended eight months -earlier, 
when Germany’s blitzkrieg inva- 
sion of Poland brought declare- 
Baits of war from Britain and 
France, but no large-scale en- 
gagements. .... 

“We didn't do a damn thing, 
-reafly. We-were just silting in the . 
sun/’ Stam recalled of his weeks 
m the Dutch army. 

When news of foe German 
invasion came on May 10, officers 
“bad us march around at four in 
the morning, toting our rifles' on 
~crit“ shouldetis, out of sheer mad- 
ness,” he said- 

' By dawn that day. Hitler's 
bombers had destroyed the 


Netherlands’ major military air- 
fields. while bis troops poured 
over the borders. 

The same day. German tanks 
led by Field Marshall Gerd von 
Rundstedt began their sweep 
through Belgium, Luxembourg 
and northern France towards foe 
Atlantic Ocean. They met little 
resistance. 

Belgium surrendered May 28 
after -6,552 of its civilians and 
6,236 soldiers had been killed. 
Luxembourg's government bad 
tied to London May 10. 

-Unlike - WUhelnuoa, Belgium's 
King Leopold HI decided to stay 
under German occupation, which 
ultimately- compromised him sd * 
deeply that be was forced to - 
abdicate in 1950. 

^ Soon after Belgium’s capitula- 
tion, German troops began their 
- push south towards Paris. 

Some 70.000 French troops, 
died in the futile six-week cam- 
paign to stop foe Germans. 

To protect itself from Hitler, 
France was relying on foe heavily 
fortified MagmotLine along foe 
German border, a static defence 
culled from World War I tactics. 

But German tanks swept 
around the northern end of foe 
Magmot into France by cutting 
through Belgium’s supposedly 
impenetrable Ardennes Forest. 

Like the Frencb, the Dutch had 
relied on a traditional defence, 
one last used successfully in the 
loth century war for independ- 
ence against Spain. 

.The water line was a ring of 
'flooded land surrounding the na- 
tion’s largest cities of Amster- 
dam, Rotterdam and the Hague. 

But foe defence didn’t account 
for waves of German paratrop- 
penr. - - 

“It was a very fine morn mg... 
foe pilots were waving at us... 
they’d been told they were pro- 


tecting us from foe British,” said 
Arie Dekker, wbo witnessed the 
paratroop assault as a 15-year-old 
office boy near Rotterdam. 

On May 13, Dutch Queen 
Wilhclmina and her government 
fled to London. 

On May 14. when organised 
resistance was all but crushed, the 
lufrwaffe returned to Rotterdam 
for a p re-announced bombing 
raid that levelled the city centre 
and killed about 800. 

"The sun totally vanished. At 
first we thought it was a thunder- 
storm said Arie’s wife, Corne- 
lia, whose family lived in the 
Roncrdam^area-town of Krimpen 
atnr , det J Lek'. 1 '*-‘ <ir r - - ••-« 

■■ 'hr four day#, >r foe German 
offensive had killed 2,600 Dutch 
civilians and 2,000 soldiers, but it 
oshered in an unimagtned 
occupation horror of starvation, 
slave labour and death camp de- 
portations. 

Meanwhile, von Rundstedt’s 
tanks had linked up with another 
German army group from the 
north to encircle British and 
French troops near foe northern 
French port city of Dunkirk. 

Despite concentrated German 
air and artillery attacks, 340,000 
allied troops managed to escape 
to Britain over a 10-day period 
via a flotilla of small boats com- 
mandeered to rescue them. 

Charles de Gaulle, who later 
commanded the Free French 
Forces from England, led one of 
the few French counteroffensives 
near the northwestern dry of 
Abbeville. 

like Rotterdam, Abbeville 
was bombed to nibble May 20. 

"There was nothing left after 
foe bombing.” recalled Louis 
Werheim, a six-year-old at the 
time. 

Werheim and his family fled 
before foe attack, and when they 


Inventor Alan Huang (right) and scientist Mtehad Prise foresee the immediate nse of their revolutionary laser computer into hybrid 
systems i grind fag conventional computer parts (WNL). 

New-wave technology — 
the laser computer 


returned, “there were bodies of 
French soldiers in our courtyard. 
They’d been shot by foe Ger- 
mans.” 

On June 22, France agreed to a 
ceasefire with Germany. 

Under the terms of its capitula- 
tion, two-foirds of France was 
occupied, with a collaborationist 
government under World War I 
hero Marshal Henri-Philippe Pe- 
tal n running the unoccupied 
southeastern sector. 

About 1.5 million French sol- 
diers were taken prisoners and 
were essentially held hostages un- 
til the end of the war. 

Military surrender was fol- 
lowed by civilian hardship. 

’•» The German occupiers shipped 
able-bodied men from the occu- 
pied co on tries to slave labour m 
the German war industry. 

The Netherlands, then primari- 
ly an agricultural economy, was 
graudaliy stripped of food to feed 
the nation that had conquered it. 

There was widespread starva- 
tion in foe Netherlands, with the 
“hunger winter” of 1944 one of 
this nation’s strongest collective 
memories. 

The Nazi invaders used the 
Dutch penchant for meticulous 
record-keeping to track down the 
nation's 150,000 Jews, and ship- 
ped them to foe death camps. 
Only 6,000 survived. 

The Netherlands’ most famous 
war victim turned out to be a 
German-born Jewish teen-ager, 
Anne Frank, whose diary of hid- 
ing with hcT family from foe Nazis 
is the nation’s most poignant 
memorial to foe death camp vic- 
tims. 

A similar death camp fate be- 
fell most of foe Jews in Belgium, 
Luxembourg and France. 

The unprovoked Nazi attack 
on Western Europe gave rise to 
various anti-Nazi movements. 


By Phfllippa Neave 

HOLMDEL, New Jersey (WNL) 
— Picture the interior of a com- 
puter: An impenetrable mis- 
hmash of tiny wires. The electric- 
ity in these wires is what carries 
information from one part of the 
computer to another. Now im- 
agine a computer in which there 
are no wires: Experts say it’s not 
science fiction anymore. 

Scientists working at Bell 
Laboratories, the renowned re- 
search arm of American Tele- 
graph and Telephone (AT&T), 
are trying hard to make it hap- 
pen. A research team beaded by 
electronics engineer Alan Huang 
recently unveiled an ex- 
perimental machine that uses 
light beams instead of electricity 
to carry information. “Light is 
not only faster but can cany a lot 
more information than electrons, 
between 10,000 and 100,000 
times more,” said the breezy 41- 
year-old Huang, who was bom in 
San Francisco to Chinese parents. 
Nothing in the world travels fas- 
ter than photons, as particles of 
light are known. 

The machine, put together in 
AT&Ts vast research centre, has 
been hailed as the world’s first 
prototype of what is known as an 
optical computer and is consi- 
dered a major breakthrough in 
optical research that started in 
the late 1960s. The machine looks 
nothing like . foe , conventional 
computer, with ite, grant boards 
and silicon chips. It is a series of 
lenses, mirrors and laser beams 
that are so small they are invisible 
to the naked eye. In only three 
years foe scientists have been 
able to shrink the size of foe 
computer from a daunting one by 
3.5 metres to that of a conven- 
tional chess board. Said team 
member Michael Prise, who 
helped design and put together 
the revolutionary machine: “We 
have a lot of ideas about how to 
make it smaller and use fewer 
components; there is a lot more 
engineering to do.” 

As it stands, foe machine is in 
its infant stage and could perform 
about the same task as a mic- 
rochip in a washing machine. But 
foe future seems to bold 
tremendous possibilities for 
optica] computers. The advan- 
tages of using fight rather than 
electrons are manifold. “To go 
from one bit of a computer to 
another electronically, you have 
to have a wire and fill it up with 
electric charge. Optically, you’re 
there instantly,” explains Scottisb- 
bora Prise, who has hero working 
at Bell Labs for more than foui 


years. He compared foe flow of 
electrons through wire to a gar- 
den hose that first has to fill up 
before foe water comes out foe 
other end and has to be con- 
tinually filled for foe flow to 
continue. 

Another advantage of optics is 
that there is no distortion when 
photons meet. Says Hoang, “One 
aspect of what is magic about 
fight beams is that they can pass 
through each other without in- 
terfering with each other.” The 
process has been compared to a 
traffic intersection, where vehi- 
cles could cross through each 
other without colliding. In con- 
trast, electrons radiate and cause 
interference on electronic path- 
ways, which has meant design 
constraints in conventional com- 
puters. 

Equally' advantageous is the 
fact that light, unlike electricity, 
is totally silent. “You can’t listen 
to it electronically,*’ explains 
Huang. “If you type on an elec- 
tronic typewriter or computer, it 
gives off radio waves; I can eaves- 
drop and listen to electronic 
noise. This doesn’t make any 
noise.” This feature is seen as a 
major advantage in terms of pro- 
tecting computer data and in- 
sulating foe system from the elec- 
tromagnetic fallout of a nuclear 
explosion. But, warns Huang, 
although optical computers such 
as that built non the lab bench are 
still about 20 years away from 
commercial applications , they are 
unlikely to remain tamper-resis- 
tant forever. “I don’t know how 
long it will last, there are some 
very clever people around!” 
Huang says. 

Although research into optical 
technology has been under way 
for decades in various countries 
— especially Japan, the USSR, 
Belgium and West Germany — 
until now no one had been able to 
put together a functioning proces- 
sor. However, light beams are 
already widely used in telecom- 
munications systems in which fi- 
ber-optic cables cany long-dis- 
tances telephone conversations 
across oceans and continents. But 
foe switching process that finds 
the correct telepehone number 
when that number is dialed still 
relies on electronic devices. 

Optical computers, with their 
high-speed potential, could re- 
volutionise the telecommunica- 
tions industry. Says Huang: “A 
lens some 1 inch (2.5 centimetres) 
in diameter could hold 10,000 
light beams. That would corres- 
pond to afl the telephone wires in 
the world being used at the same 
time.” 


Until recently, one of the chal- 
lenges in building an optical com- 
puter was to produce a device 
that would perform foe task of 
the electronic switches directly, 
without having to transform the 
light beam into an electronic mes- 
sage. 

Conventional electronic com- 
puters use foe digital system, in 
which the flow of information is 
controlled by a multitude of tiny 
electronic switches known as 
transistors that turn on and off at 
extremely high speeds, translat- 
ing into “zero” or “one” number 
codes. The codes are then proces- 
sed by micro-electronic circuits 
on silicon chips. The optical com- 
puter is equipped with an array of 
lenses, mirrors and special mate- 
rials that either reflect or absorb 
foe light, creating a similar 
“switch” effect. 

What foe scientists at AT&T’s 
labs achieved by using light is to 
accelerate the switching, and thus 
increase the amount of informa- 
tion that can be processed. This 
called for a new system based on 
light-sensitive switches, known as 
Self-Electro-optic Effect Devices, 
or S-SEEDS. These can re- 
portedly switch on and off a 
billion times in a second. Huang 
noted that foe development of 
these devices is a key to the new 
computer. “(Scientific) papers in 
the 1960s said it was impossible, 
that it was never going to happen, 
that optics would never get 
there/’ be said with a grin. 

S-SEEDS, which process the 
information sent by foe light 
beams, are located on a chip 
about 3mm by 3mm that was 
specially developed in another 
section of foe Bell Labs. The 
chips are not made of silicon, as 
they are in electronic computers, 
but of a material called gallium 
arsenite, which acts as a semicon- 
ductor. 

Although today’s most soph- 
isticated integrated circuits have 
up to a 4 million electronic 
switches, the prototype built by 
Prise and a team of four other 
scientists uses for arrays of 32 
devices. However, foe capacity of 
foe chip is a lot greater. “We now 
have chips with 2,000 different 
devices, and we could build many 
more," added the 30-year-old 
Scot. 

The porential of foe optical 
computer is far greater than the 
prototype's capacity, and one of 
foe questions being asked is 
whether the optical computer 


could address what is known as 
parallel processing. Instead of 
solving a given problem in a 
step-by-step process, in parallel 
processing the problem is divided 
into pieces so that the computer 
can process different parts of it 
simultaneously. It is like putting 
many brains to work on elements 
of the same problem at the same 
time. 

Explained Huang: “In all com- 
puters they are trying to achieve 
parallel processing. It is like hav- 
ing many computers talking to 
each other. It is communication- 
intensive, so they are looking for 
ways to communicate better. 
With photonics, we can pass 
more information faster and the 
different parts can be linked more 
closely.” While the optical com- 
puter’s capacity to achieve para- 
llel processing has left many sci- 
entists doubtful. Huang is opti- 
mistic: “We now have a very 
good understanding of it. We are 
theoretically providing all the 
connections and we are now 
working on getting all the parts 
talking to each other at the right 
time.” 

Another advantage of the new 
computer- is that it uses little 
energy. The prototype is current- 
ly operating on 100 milliwats — 
one thousandth of foe power 
burnt by an ordinary 100-watt 
light bulb. Huang's immediate 
plans for putting his invention to 
work is to integrate foe system 
into pans of conventional compu- 
ters to make a hybrid. It! will 
make electronic computers work 
faster without causing them to 
overheat. Farther down the road, 
optical computeis may take over 
tasks currently performed by su- 
percomputers, such as recognis- 
ing human faces in security sys- 
tems and retrieving vast quanti- 
ties of data in a very short tune. 

“Everyone thought it was too 
crazy, that it couldn’t be done," 
Huang said. “They thought it was 
too advanced, that it would be 
really far in the future.” 
Although he admits that it may 
take decades to introduce foe 
technology into machines used in 
daily life, such as personal com- 
puters, cars and domestic ap- 
pliances, Huang is confident that 
“soon there will be more lasers 
in the home than electronics. ’’ 
Concludes foe dynamic scientist, 
who says he has other inventions 
on the boil: “Just when the baby 
is bora, you don’t ask how fast 
he's going to run a mile.” 




Executive Opportunity 



THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 



CROWN 
INTI. EST. 
packing, shipping, 

forwarding, s&xagmg. 
clearing, door-to-door 
service 





'^vTOMAbeft'-' 

QtineseRe«t«i«nt 

InJortiari- 

lstGrde,JabatAnsrm near 
Mty^G/rls School 


FIRST CLASS INDIAN 



Special Executive Luncheon* 

. Take away service 
available 

Open Daily 12.30-3.30 pm 
7.30-11.30 pm 

Alter the Philadelphia Hotel 
Towards 3rtl drefe 


7ft i: 659519 65S52G 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room—! 


IIAlfOTEL 
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Amman -Tel. 668193 
P.O. Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23688 DAfiOTLJO • 

ideal Residence For 
Exoatriates and 
Businessmen 


f CHENS ' 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket * 

Mongolian Bkrbequs for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 81B214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
. p.m. ■ 

«. 6:30 - Midnight > 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Servicb 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

* JUMBO photo 
stf 30* I 

* Prmm walmrgo - 

Mtd 20 x 30 cm 


Shmdsafli - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 ' 
Swefkh tel: 823891 




The Regency Poktce Hotel 


Oryx Band & 
Oriental Belly-dancer 
Nariman Abboud 

For reservation 
call 690000-15 a 
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Furnished & unfurnished 
apartments & villas for rent 
in West Amman area. 


CALL SOHA 
Rental Dept 687821/22 
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:i Jordan Times ii 


MM2S Management Consultants , the 
leading Jordanian management consulting firm, 
Is conducting the following executive search for a 
leader In the pharmaceutical Industry. Our client 
is looking for a key executive to Join them in 
expanding their business In the Arab region. 

Director of Finance & Personnel 

Accountable for maintaining the integrity of the 
company's financial statements, carrying out the 
corporate financial duties to Include banking and 
investment relationships. This position Is also 
responsible for developing and administering 
policies and practices relating to human 
resources. TTie Director of Finance and 
Personnel will manage a department of 32 people 
and will be responsible for implementing a fully 
automated financial systems. 

Candidates will have an MBA from a first rate 
business school and a BA/BSc in finance, 
accounting and have 5-10 years of experience. 
Experience in a CPA firm is a plus. All 
candidates are required to be fluent both In 
Arabic and English, and have excellent 
leadership, interpersonal and communication 
skills. The above position offers attractive 
remuneration, benefits and career advancement. 
Qualified candidates should reply In writing with 
salary history to: 

MM33 Management Consultants 

Jordan Institute of Managemcnl/Induatrial Development 

P.O. Bar 7976. A mm an, Jordan 

Phone: 962 6 649040 Fax: 962 6 649041 
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IMF to approve new 
loans of $60b-$80b 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The International Monet- 
ary Fund’s (IMF) managing director indicated 
Saturday that the fund’s member governments will 
approve new loans of $60 billion to $80 billion for 
Eastern Europe and Third World countries. 


The IMF's managing director, 
Michel Camdessus, said a deci- 
sion on the exact amount has still 
to be made, but it was expected 
Torsday. 

"It will vary in a relatively 
n.-iow band between the signifi- 
cant and the rather substantial,” 
he told reporters. The fund's 152 
member governments would then 
have to contribute the money so 
the loans could be made. 

He accepted a reporter's sug- 
gestion that “significant'' meant 
an increase of 50 per cent in the 
fund’s resources and “rather sub- 
stantia]'' could be as high as 70 
per cent. 

The fund's present resources 
theoretically total about $120 bil- 
lion worth of currencies, but 
much of that consists of curren- 
cies from Third World countries, 
which borrowers do not want. 

A senior U.S. treasury official 
predicted Thursday that agree- 


ment would be reached on an 
increase of about $60 billion. Of 
this, some 12 billion would cpme 
from the United States. 

The U.S. official, who spoke 
on condition of anonymity, also 
foresaw the possibility of a new 
delay in approval unless a deci- 
sion is reached on the consequen- 
ces of Japan becoming the big- 
gest contributor after the United 
States. 

The French and British govern- 
ments have been disputing what 
their ranking would be. The offi- 
cial said a likely solution would 
be for Japan and West Germany 
to share second place, but the 
ranking of France and Britain 
remained unsettled. 

Until now, Britain has been m 
second place. West Germany 
third, France fourth and Japan 
fifth. 

Ministers of finance from all 
five countries are due to meet in 


Washington on Sunday with then- 
colleagues from Canada and Italy 
as the group of seven — G-7 — 
which tries to coordinate the eco- 
nomies of die world’s leading 
financial ooontires. U.S. treasury 
Secretary Nicholas F. Brady was 
due to preside. 

said progress to- 
ward German unification is good 
news for Germany, Eastern 
Europe, the continent as a whole 
and the world in general. But he 
added that changes in contribu- 
tions to tiie fund, called quotas, 
will be decided on the basis of the 
situation in 1985 when talks on 
the issue began. 

He suggested that next time 
these quotas are reviewed it may 
be done ou the baas of unified 
Germany. Normally the quotas 
are adjusted every five years. 

Representatives of the 152 gov- 
ernments in the fond and its sister 
organisation, the World Bank, 
began a series of semi-annual 
meetings Friday. They will con- 
tinue until Tuesday — as usual, 
behind dosed doors. 

Camadessus praised Poland's 
new non-communist leadership 
for what he -called its head-on 
approach in shifting toward a 





Michel Camdessus 


market economy, instead of mov- 
ing more gradually. 

“This has worked,” he said. 

He pointed out that the zloty, 
Poland's currency, has been so 
stable that there has been no 
need to use the international sta- 
bilisation fond set up to support 
it. 

Polish inflation has been cut 
and reserves are being accumu- 
lated, he added. 

He stressed the importance of a 
“safety net” winch be said the 
Polish government has in place to 
help those suffering from tire 
transition, which is expected to 
bring on rampant unemployment. 

The fond and bank are support- 
ing Poland until loans, which now 
amount to more than $1.1 billion. 


sh-strapped Morocco 





austerity measures 


RABAT (R) — Debt-bur- 
dened Morocco is taking a 
dose of the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) medi- 
cine to straighten out its fi- 
nances. 


“We have no reason to be 
pessimistic, but we must re- 
main vigilant, confident m a 
radiant future," Finance 
ivEnister Mohammad Berrada 
told parliament Thursday 
■ when he unveiled a austerity 
drive that includes a budget 
squeeze and devaluation of the 
dirham. 

But trade unions, who 
threatened to stage a general 
strike against economic 
hardship, have been told staple 
food prices will not rise. Legal 
minimum wages were in- 
creased 10 per cent. 


Foreign commercial banks 
rescheduled $3.2 billion of 
Morocco's debt last month, 36 
per cent of it over 20 years with 
10 years’ grace, and the rest 
over 15 years with seven years' 
grace. 

That gave the treasury brea- 
thing room, but Benada, who 
puts the debt at $20.7 billion, 
says interest charges and re- 
payment absorb 42 per cent of 
tax revenues and 32 per cent of 
exports, remittances and tour- 
ism income. 


The World Bank reckons 
that Morocco has a total debt 
of S22 billion. Compared with 
the size of its economy, the 
estimate ranks it 11th in the list 
of heavily-burdened debtors. 


“Without the benefit of res- 
cheduling, servicing the debt 
would have absorbed 52 per 
cent of our receipts from ex- 
ports and transfers,” he said. 

He said the debt burden was 
becoming lighter. It -equalled 
123 per cent of GDP in 1985 
and f^down to 94 per cent by 
1988, but “the constraint of the 
foreign debt still persists.” 
Morocco’s last 250 million 
credit facility from the IMF ran 
out in December. The IMF 


bad pressed for devaluation 
and a cut in the state deficit 
before granting a new one. 

In the long term. Morocco 
hopes to benefit from the near- 
ness of the European Com- 
munity, just 10 miles across the 
Gibraltar straits, which Berra- 
da says is destined to become 
the richest market in the 
world. 

Plans were announced last 
week to create an off-shore 
banking system in the northern 
city of Tangier, and a duty free 
industrial zone in the new har- 
bour at Jorf Lasfar near Casab- 
lanca. 

Berrada’s revamped 1990 
budget will cut the deficit from 
an original estimate of 6.99 
billion dirhams ($795 million) 
to 987 milli on dirhams ($112 
million). 

He said state capital invest- 
ment win be slashed by 16 per 
cent, government running 
costs cut by three per cent and 
revenue increased 4.8 per cent 
by raking in more taxes. 


The dirham was devalued by 
an average 9.25 per cent 
against a basket of mainly 
European currencies. During 
the previous 12 months it was 
allowed to slide by about six 
per cent. 

Berrada said devaluation 
would “give new impetus to 
exports, promote national pro- 
duction and employment, and 
also be an incentive for Moroc- 
cans abroad to repatriate their 
savings.” 

. The trade deficit doubled to 
a record $2.3 billion last year, 
in part because India cancelled 
a contract to buy $400 million 
of phosphoric arid, a major 
Moroccan export. 

The cost of energy and food 
imports rose as well but the 
government's foreign exchange 
control offices reported better 
trade figures in the first quarter 
of 1990. 

Imports rose 11.7 per cent 
while exports advanced 16.8 
per cent after India resumed 
imports of phosphoric arid. 


Exploration to surge in 


ABC 


Yemen — oil minister \q offer 


By Mariam Isa 
Reuter 


SANAA — Oil exploration is 
likely to surge in a united 
Yemen due to be created this 
month, mostly in South Yemen 
whose full potential was left 
largely untapped under social- 
ist rale. 

"This merger (of North and 
South Yemen) is not only tak- 
ing place because of historical 
links — it will broaden pros- 
pects for oil exploration in a 
wider area," North Yemeni 
Oil Minister Ahmed Ali Alt 
Muhani told Reuters in an 
interview. 


Soviet-style economy and poli- 
tical institutions after years of 
isolation following independ- 
ence from Britain in 1967, 
pumps only about 15,000 BFD. 

The South Yemen Oil Indus- 
try had until recently been 
almost exclusively dependent 
on Soviet expertise. 

Some industry analysts esti- 
mate South Yemen's reserves 
at up to 3.75 billion barrels, 
though there is little data and 
the potential is difficult to 
assess. 


"We hope that after unifica- 
tion, intensified exploration 
will take place in the southern 
part of the country ... there is 
greater potential for crude in 
South Yemen," he added. 

Oil is already an important 
source of income for North 
Yemen, whose conservative 
rulers have welcomed explora- 
tion by foreign companies, 
Sanaa became an oil exporter 
in December 1987 and pumps 
1S0,CGQ barrels per day (BPD). 

But the South, which only 
last year began to liberalise its 


North Yemen has recover- 
able reserves of some 500 mil- 
lion barrels from its total re- 
serves of one billion barrels, 
and industry analysts say the 
country has been almost fully 
explored. 

Muhani said the North’s out- 
put would rise by 25,000 BPD 
by autumn when the Assad A1 
Kamil Field in the Marib-Jawf 
basin conies cm stream. Next 
year the field’s output would 
rise by a farther 20,000 BPD. 

More oil and gas would be 
found in btith states, be added. 
One of the most promising 
areas was a 2,100 square 
kilometres border region be- 
tween Marib in the north and 


Shabwa in the south. 

In March the new Yemen 
Company for Investment in Oil 
and Mineral Resources, run by 
both countries, licensed a fore- 
ign consortium to explore the 
area. 

The firms — Hunt and Ex- 
xon of the U.S., the Kuwait 
Foreign Petrol eum Corpora- 
tion, France’s CFP-Total and 
Soviet firms Machi noimport 
and Zarubezhgeologia — will 
drill seven exploratory wells 
and cany out seismic surveys 
over five years, Muhani said. 

The joint development of 
this field in a previously dis- 
puted border region was a ma- 
jor impetus for unity between 
the two Yemens. 

The petroleum ministries of 
the two countries will merge 
after political unification, 
which is to be followed by 
elections. Sanaa and Aden 
agreed in November to unite 
within a year but were widely 
expected to complete the pro- 
cess by the end of this month. 

Muhani said the united Ye- 
men would spend $200 million 
to instai new hydrocrackers, 
power units and storage facili- 
ties at Aden’s 36-year-old re- 
finery. 


public 

shares 


Political push vital to 
trading system reforti 


MANAMA (AP) — Abdulla A. 
Saudi, deputy chairman of the 
Arab Banking Corporation 
(ABC) Bahrain’s largest offshore 
bank, announced Saturday the 
bank will offer pulic scares 
worth $250 million to both 
nationals and foreigners. 

The derision, first adopted in 
1989, is aimed at raising the 
bank's paid-up capital from $750 
million to $1 billion. 


The shares win be listed for 
trading on the Bahrain stock ex- 
change, the first time that tins will 
have occurred on the fledgling 
market of the Gulf island state. 

The Bahrain government 
enacted a special law in March to 
allow foreigners to trade in tins 
new ABC issue. 

Saudi told a press confemce* 
that 25,000,000 ordinary shares, 
each of a nominal value of $10 
will be offered, 20 million in the 
Arab World, and five million 
outside. 


%%lkswagen to top billion 
mark profit line for 1989 


BONN (R) — Volkswagen AG, 
Europe’s largest carmaker, re- 
lease 1989 group figures next 
week which will probably show 
net profit of more than 1 billion 
West German marks ($600 mil- 
lion). industry analysts say. 

They said the West German 
firm, which had profits of 779.9 
million marks (S464 million) in 
1988, was setting its sights on 
further growth by quickly sizing 
up the vast potential market for 
for low-priced cars in reform- 
minded Eastern Europe. 

But at least one dark doud 
hangs on the horizon. Because of 
a collapse in demand for cars in 


Brazil. VWs Autolatina subsidi- 
ary there could show a loss in the 
1989 figures due out Wednesday. 

“We estimate that . the dis- 
astrous business environment in 
Brazil, the result of President 
Fernando Collor de Mello’s au- 
sterity programme, has a poten- 
tial negative impact on Volk- 
swagen 1990 earnings of around 
nine marks ($5.35) a share,” 
motor analyst Stephen Reitman 
of London brokets UBS Phillips 
and Drew said in a recent study. 

Reitman has already reduced 
his forecast for VWs earnings per 
share for 1990 to 60 marks ($36) 
from an expected 58 marks ($35) 


for 1989. 

VW shares traded around 602 
marks ($358.30) towards the 
dose of business in Frankfort 
Friday. 


A U.S. car market slump has 
led some analysts to speculate 
that VWs American subsidiary 
could also post a loss in 1989 and 
1990. VWs U.S. car sales fell by 
almost 20 per cent last year. 

“The deterioration of the U.S. 
car market will entail a farther 
marketing expense and may 
well lead to a loss at VWs U.S. 
subsidiary,” said Susanne Oliver 
of London-based Hoare Govette 
Investment Research. 


The selling price of the shares 
will be finalised within the next 10 
days, he said. 

The share offering win be initi- 
ated between 22nd the 26th of the 
month. Saudi said. 

Credit Suisse and First Boston 
will manage the placement out- 
side the Arab World, ABC will 
be in charge of the public offering 
in Bahrain and the Consulting 
Centre for Finance and Invest- 
ment in cooperation with Olayan 
Financing Company will manage 
the remainder of the Arab 
World, Saudi said. 


ABC, which is also classified as 
the Arab World's hugest bank, 
was incorporated in Bahrain in 
1980 with a capital of $750 mil- 
lion, equally contributed by the 
Central Bank of Knwait. the Cen- 
tral Bank of Libya and the Abu 
Dhabi Investment Authority. * 


By Robert Trantmno 

Reuter 


NAPA, Califo rnia — Reform of 
the world’s trading system now 
depends on the leaders of tire 
developed world showing the 
political wiD, but they will have to 
make big compromises, trade 
o fficials say . 

Senior ministers of four trading 
powers — the United States, the 
European Community (EC), 
Japan and Canada — meeting 
here last week said the technical 
derisions for reform had mostly 
been taken. 

The political decisions, they 
hope, will come when the leaders 
of the world’s top seven industrial 
democracies meet in Houston, 
Texas, on July 7-11. 

"We certainly look for a poli- 
tical push by the beads of state 
assembled,” said U.S. Trade 
Representative Carla Hills. 

Said another official: “I see the 
summit as giving political im- 
petus, making dear what the re- 
quirements are, a broad outline.” 

Common course 


ited States, Japan, West' Ger- 
many, France, Britain, Italy and 
Canada — meets annually to take 
up global economic problems. 

Farm sahsidies 


The ministers here tried to 
chart a common course for nego- 
tiators at the Geneva-based 
General Agreement on Tariffs 
and Trade (GATT), who want 
to complete liberafcation moves 
by the end of this year. 

But officials say the national 
leaders, if they are to give the 
negotiators the elbow room they 
need at a critical GATT session 
set for Geneva July 23, wifi have 
to row back on some of their 
curre nt po sitions. 

GATT’s 97 members want to 
cut form subsidies that distort 
trade, write tighter rales to end 
tiie piracy of patents and copyr- 
ights and bring under global reg- 
ulations the growing trade in sudt 
services as finance and insurance. 

The n ri nis teis here want the 
seven leaden to reach the neces- 
sary compromises in Houston and 
older their GATT negotiators in 
Geneva to stop bickering and 
reach terms on a new agreement. 

The so-called G-7 — the Un- 


political decisions at head of 
go v ernm ent level are needed in 
several key GATT areas, trade 
officials said, with' form subsidies 
at the top. 

The United States has agreed 
to steady scale-backs in farm ex- 
port subsidies until they are all 
ended, but while the EC has 
agreed to reduce them, it has 
balked at their total elimination. 

Officials say a compromise on 
farm subsidies is needed for a 
GATT reform to be successful. 
The two sides have been inching 
toward compromise recently, but 
a decision will have to be taken 
by President George Bush and 
the recalcitrant EC, chiefly West 
Germany. 

The officials are also looking 
for compromises in textiles, 
where industrial nations want to 
open their markets slowly but 
developing nations, many of 
which depend on exports of doth 
and clothing, seek a quick end to 
the current quotas. 

U.S. and EC officials say the 
industrial nations might be pre- 
pared to make concessions on 
textiles in return for Third World 
agreement to end restrictions on 
services. 


A U.S. official said the political 
direction from tiie G-7 leaders 
would need to be finely tuned. 

“There has to be some balance 
between political directives at the 
highest levels that are not so 
general as to be vague but on the 
other band not so detailed and 
specific that negotiators get bog- 
ged down.” 

The four ministers said they 
wanted a rough agreement on a 
single sheet of paper to emerge 
from die July 23 meeting so that 
remaining disagreements could 
be ironed out by December. 

An official said: “When you 
get to the point where you have a 
single document, you're very far 
along.” 


ECONOMY NEWS IN BRIEF 


Dubai’s re-exports to Iran surge 


ABU DHABI (R) — Re-exports from the Gulf Entrepot of 
Dubai to Iran more than doubled in 1989, benefiting from the end 
of the Gulf war and Tehran's poor rdatiora with the West. 
Official Dubai statistics show re-exports, hauled mostly by 
traditional wooden dhow to the Iranian port of Bandar Abbas, 
soared to 1.57 million dirhams ($428 million) last year from 691 
million ($188 million) in 1988. “The increase was mainly dne to 
the end of the Gulf war (in August 1968), Ban's problems with the 
West and an easing of restrictions on imports,” a Dubai-based 
trader said Sunday. Iran's ties with the West are strained over 
Western hostages held by pro-Iranian groups in Lebanon and a 
death order by Tehran against British author Salman Rushdie for 
alleged blasphemy. Trader s said Iran preferred to import some 
industry spare pants, cars, foodstuffs and household appliances 
through Dubai, the Gulfs major trading port, rather than directly 
from Western states. The emirate of Dubai, part of the United 
Arab Emirates, had dose ties to Iran throughout the eight-year 
Golf war. Many of Dubai’s merchants are of Iranian background. 


Arabs should drill deeper for oil , 


ABU DHABI (R) — Arab states should use modern technology 
to drill deeper to find more oil, a senior official of the 
Organisation of Arab Petroleum Exporting Countries (OAPEQ 
said. Abdul Aziz A1 Wattari, assistant secretary general of the 
10-nation group, said it was unlikely more major oil reserves 
would be found relatively near the surface. “We should resort to 
advanced technology to reach deep areas, where there are very 
big hydrocarbon potentials” be told the United Arab Emirates 
Oil Ministry magazine Petroleum and Industry. Wattari said most 
Arab oil wells were drilled no more than 3,000 metres, but added 
that there had been significant discoveries at depths of around 
7,000 metres in Oman, Iraq and Kuwait 


Emirates airline to get Airbuses 


DUBAI (R) — Dubai-based Emirates Airlines said Sunday it bad 
mandated two Dubai banks to finance the purchase of two Airbus 
A300-600R passenger aircraft. A statement gave no amount or 
terms for the loans but said 20 banks which tendered for the 
financing met or surpassed the base requirement for 85 per cent 
financing for a term of 10-15 years. It said one of the planes would 
be financed by the Emirates Bank International in conjuction 
with Gulf International Bank BSC and Japan Leasing Corpora- 
tion. The other would be financed by the National Bank of Dubai 
“as part of a similar financing structure, the details of which are 
currently under discussion.” Emirates Airlines will take delivery 
of the planes in June and September this year. 


Iran to boost trade 


NICOSIA (R) — Iran said Saturday it planned to boost foreign 
trade by cutting red tape. Tehran Radio monitored in Nicosia, 
said special customs facilities and speedier clearance would help 
boost both imports and exports. Customs Chief Mohammad Khan 
told the radio that imports were forecast to reach 20 million 
tonnes in the Iranian year ending March 20, 1991. “Therefore to 
provide the necessary facilities... the government has reduced the 
country’s foreign trade rules. Goods needed by state departments 
would be released without customs formalities when aut h o rise d 
by senior officials.” he said. “Export formalities are now almost 
zero,” be added. The government was planning to increase the 
i volume of non-oil exports by 350 per oent, he said. Iran, which 
earns more than 90 per cent of foreign currency through oil sales, 
exported $1.12 billion of non-oil goods in the year to March 20. 
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horoscope 


FORECAST FOR MONDAY MAY 7, 19W 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer. Canon Righter Foundation 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: A bmto^tsooteiteWW*. to forge 
lay when study and application to ahead. 

the betf means brings positive re- SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novenr- 
inlts. Yonr steadfastness in ber 21) Much comes to light show- 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: A 
day when study and application to 
the best means brings positive re- 
sults. Your steadfastness in 
faMring what you have already 
pays large. dividends down 
the road. 

ARIES: (March 21 .to Aprfl 19) 
The daytime finds yon feeSng a 
lwrV of the material firings you 
would like to have but keep objec- 
tive wirilcey«3»ng has poor aspects 

for duensams. 


ing you whatever of* public nature 
you need to faandfeoxMC .ronscten- 
tionsly and tonight plan just how to 
do so later. 


TADRCS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Yon would be wise to be muted in 
stating to others what they can do 
to assist your progress forward but 
tonight don’t upset a fractional 
friend. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
During file day you feci yon can 
bring into the open your most 
practical wishes while in the even- 
ing do something mate likes bat 
yon don’t vary much. 

MOON CHn JRENs (June 22 to 
July 21) Look for a stubborn per- 
son to expect more of yon than you 
can grant early in day but tonight 
busy yourself getting rid of all 
chores. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) While 
the day brings you many outride 
fixed problems for yota" to strive the 
everting is not the time to go after 
those intimate pleasures. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) A day for you to complete 
research and investigation into 
some different venture that intri- 
gues yon but avoid any. public 
forum in the evening. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) A day to get into every promise 
you have made and see bow you 
can carry through to your credit 


SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Work can be a real 
bore today but nevertheless do it 
wen and you wfl] be abl e to hav e 
some much time for fasc inatin g 
interest in the future. 
CAPRICORN: (December: 22 to 
January 20) You feel you just must 
have some fan but the details of 
what like fire most first have to be 
intelligently arranged; tonight im- 
prove your health. 

AQUARIUSs (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Thoughts aboutyour home 
unfl how to make it more livable 
and comfortable should occupy to- 
days attention while tonight plan a 
budget for your re cre atio n s. - . 

PISCES: February 20 to March 20) 
Before going to usual alli e s with a 
different plan whereby you and 
they can be more productive, make 
sure you have it very dear in your 
mind. 

Today’s If your cfaud were 
born today s be or he is a charmer 
having considerable reticence mid 
ability In later fife, at any sort of 
occupation that is co nne cted with 
the detire of the. grtaral-pubfic far 
pleasure, entertainment or adorn- 
ment. Success for this child is 
spread over a wide panorama in 
di ff e rent fields. 



ii jjy impel, they do, not 
compel." What you make of your 
life is largely up to you. . 


THE BETTER HALF* 


By Harris' 



"Reprogramming the computer with 
a sledge hammer is a no-no.” _ 





THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
v by. Howl Arnold and Bob las 


Unscramble those four Jumbles, 
one tatter to each square, to form 
lour ordinary words. 


LORBI 


CUEJI 





LOUGEY 


— H 


BOOMABl 


WHAT LITTLE 
WHALES LIKE BEST. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer “ 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: JUDGE CHIME EXTENT ADVICE 


Answer Wlwt happened when tour couples went to a 
restaurant?-— BGHT ATE 


THE Daily Crossword by Fred Tools 


ACROSS 
1 Track strip 
5 On — with 
9 Lean toward 

14 Noted Roness 

15 Solitary 

16 VloUnmaker 

17 Substantiated 

19 Punctuation 
mark 

20 Avail 

21 Paper 
measure 

22 Made coffee 

23 — Lauder 
25 "War and 

Peace" author 
27 Sparta's land 
29 Egg on 
32 Elko's state 

35 Photography 
abbr. 

36 Thailand 
formerly 

37 One — time 

38 Resort 

40 Catchall abbr. 
*2 — Whitney 
43 Ointment 
45 Self 

47 Pencil adjunct 

49 Swing .around 

50 Adores 
52 Changed 
54 Swiftly 

58 Deep- seared 
60 Inlets 

62 “Golden Girts” 
Arthur 

63 Machetes 

64 Engine part 

66 of robins 
in_ ” 

67 US author 
James 

68 Ultimatum 
word 

69 Bouquet 
flowers 

70 Hardy girt 

71 — of! {angry). 



eragoTirnnm iwai 

AS WpM* Haasned 


DOWN 

1 Show type 

2 “Amo, arms. T 
taro — “ 

3 Key 


* Lyric poem 

5 Wings 

6 Tuber 

7 Windflower 

8 Erie the — 

9 Gem surface 

10 Loving 

11 Odin's 
matdem 

12 (Adlan 

13 Fruit sWn 
18 Fears 

22 Psalm book 
24 Gufdo's note 
28 Row . . 
28 Cavorted 

30 High wind 

31 Easterrv bigwig 

32 Collars 

33 Kin of 40A 

34 Precious. . 
possessions 

39 Ripening.. 

factor 
.41. Sold . 

44 City near 
.Boston 


Ysstsrday's Pttzrla Solved: 



46 Excessive 

tQSfrUQt -V. t-c 

48 Draws 
Si Roman '• 
magistrates - 
53 Beam*' - 
56 White poptar 
» stop • - 


57 Like some 


58 Conetnfcfion 

• '-JJMoavr' - 

59 J'-fiwwtto'’ 

1 -et^stsi • 

64 Tub' -:. ' ■ 
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pte by word-breaking 94 vm. 
ncrTj^in foe English 2,000 
Guineas horse racing' classic 

; \V- ‘Jr 

. .,%&chiaveBi«n r -£A:. favourite* 
was hemmed m en the rails w»*h 
thntefirrlongs (600 metres) to go 
ffid- bumped Wilie . Carson's 
moans Ebnaamul as Head swiich- 
odlBS horse so. the xnkkfie of the 
track • ••• — ■••=;• • * • - ’’ 

v The French colt challenged 
Tirol thxoughoat the final fodong 
(200 metres), bat Tirol, under 
strong driving from Irab chain* 
pda Michael Kinane, ran out a 
worthy two lengths winner. 

The tune on the turn ground 
was V record one minute 35-84 
seconds, 0.60 of a second 
than tbc previous best set last 
year by Naswbhxi. 

Anshan (6-1), owned by 
Sheikh Mohammad of Dubai, 
and ridden by Walter S win bum, 
finished third another, two lengths 
away, just ahead of Tirors stable 
mate Rock City (14-1}. 

The stewards announced an 
immediate inquiry into the inci- 
dent involving Machiavellian, but 
after : viewing the video film 
allowed the colt to keep second 
place. 

However, it all brought to 
mind the 2,000 Guineas of 10 
years ago when Nureyev, like 
Machiavellian, trained by Fran- 
cos Boutin, finished first but wss 
disqualified and the race awarded 
to Known Fact. 

The resutf in the one mile (1.6 
kilometres) event was another 
triumph for trainer Richard Han- 
non and owner John Horgan, 
who took the 2, 000 Guineas three 
years ago with Don't Forget Me. 
Hannon was also successful in 
1973 with Mon Fite. 

Kinane was completing a trio 
of . big race victories following 
wins last October in the C a r tie r 
Million in Ireland and the Prixde 
V Arc de Triomphc in Fiance. 

. The Irishman was .drawn, one, 
by the rails, m thq 14-strong field 
but managed to make Ins way 
towards the centre of the course 
just after half way. 


Soccer violence mars 
end of England season 


Unbridled weaves way 
to Kentucky Derby victory 


LONDON (R) — Violence mar- 
red the close of the English soccer 
seasons, raising fears that Eng- 
bnd wfil continue to be barred 
from European competition if 
dnmken hooligans repeat their 
latest rampage at next month's 
World Cup games. 

More than 70 people were 
wrested and at least 20 injured 
.Friday and Saturday in the worst 
soccer violence in Britain for a 
year when visiting soccer fans ran 
riot In tbc southern resort of 
Bournemouth, attacking police 
anddesfroym^ 

The scenes of violence, repe- 
ated Ofl a smaller scale in as least 
three other English towns hosting 
cad -of -season soccer matches, 
will have been watched closely by 
Italian authorities preparing for 
an invasion of European soccer 
Cans in June. 

British Sports Minister Colin 
Moymhan flies to Italy this week 
zd discuss with World Cup orga- 
nisers the problems of dealing 
with England's supporters. 

English soccer fans haven fear- 
some- reputation in Europe, 
where their particular brand of 
thuggery is known as the “En- 
glish disease." 

Authorities say English, West 
German and Dutch hooligans are 
among the worn offenders, vying 
for the title of champion thug. 

British police have already 
warned that English and Dutch 
soccer hooligans are planning to 
dash during the first round of the 
World Cup, when as many as a 
thousand fans from the two 
countries are expected to stay on 
the island of Sardinia for two 


VILLAS 

APARTMENTS FOR 
RENT & SALE 
Furnished or 
Unfurnished 

In Shmeisani, Sweifieh. 
j Abdoun and many other loca- 

|For more Information 
plane call 
Abdoun Real Estate 
PREVIOUSLY „ 
WM Real Estate ' 
Tali 81 Q 6 QB. mmas 
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GOPffeTN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHAMP 
' &TANNAH HIRSCH 
SO Trttm* Madia Sfniua. IK. - 


Nonh-South 

deals. 


SUCCUMBING TO PRESSURE 
vulnerable. South 


WEST 

* .K IS 9 4 
7SQ742 
*9 8' 

* 9 6 


NORTH---.-.: ----- 

♦ QJ5- ^ 

U AJS '• 

0. 6.X • . . 

♦ Q /872 

EAST 

* 8 7 
7»93 
9 K 10 7 5 t 
4X104 


SOUTH 
- ♦ A63Z 

" v- 8 6 

0 A Q J4 

; - * A 5 3 

The biddings 

Smith West North Ewar 

1 NT DM 3 NT Pas* 

Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Four of v 
This hand from the recent Fall 
North American Championships 
highlights one of the differences be- 
tween rubber bridge and duplicate. 
West’s double of the One no trump 
■ opening, bid was a major -suit take- 
out. At rubber bridge, North’s ac- 
tion would be dear. He would 
redouble, and then double whatever 
suit his opponents came to rest in. 
As the cards lie. that would result in 
North-South collecting a minimum 
of iwo tricks in each su t, 'depending 
on where East-West came to rest; 
for a penalty of at least 500 point*. 

’.At dopficaw, however, 500 points 
jWould not be enough to compensate 
for a- vulnerable game. So when 


New Jerseyians Larry Cohen and 
' Dave Bcrkowltz sat North-South, 
Cohen elected to bid three no 
tramp— a contract which was in 
some jeopardy. 

West had a low heart, and declarer 
correctly inserted dummy's jack. 
When that won, the queen of clubs 
was run successfully (East would 
have done better to cover). Declarer 
next tried the diamond finesse and, 
when the jack won, he led a low 
spade toward the table's honors. 

West bopped op with the king 
and reverted to the king of hearts, 
taken with the ace. Both of dum- 
my’s spades were cashed. East dis- 
carding a diamond cm the second of 
these. Declarer came to hand with 
another diamond finesse and cashed' 
the ace of spades. Since East could 
not discard from either minor suit 
without setting up at least one trick 
for declarer, he was forced to pan 
with the remaining, heart. So 
Berkowitz cashed the ace of dia- 
mond* and exiled with a diamond to 
East’s king. Thai worthy now had 
to lead away from bis king of dubs 
into declarer’s combined ace- jack 
teoacc, giving declarer an amazing 
11 tricks in all. 

AvaOaMe fa a iwo-for-one 
package of DOUBLES booklets. 
Far your . copies scad -S3 to 
“GOREN DOUBLES,” cm (Ufa 
newspaper. P.O. Bex 4426, Orlan- 
do. Fbu 32W2-4426. Make cheeks 
payable to “Ncnrspaperboobs.” 
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weeks- 

British police keep a dose 
watch on soccer hooligans but 
there is no law to stop them 
travelling to matches overseas. 

Hooliganism first blighted the 
reputation of English club sides in 
the 1970s. It reached new heights 
as Brussels's Heysel stadium in 
1985, when rioting involving Brit- 
ish fans led to the deaths of 39 
mainly Italian supporters. 

Although English club sides 
were banned from Europe, the 
hooligans were undeterred, going 
on the warpath again in 3988 
when they wreaked havoc at the 
European championships. 

England's readmittance will 
depend on bow its supporters 
behave during the World Cup. 

The youths involved in the 


weekend Bournemouth violence 
were the image of a typical En- 
glish soccer hooligan — young, 
white working class males who 
travel to Europe not so much to 
cheer their teams but to punch 
and drink their way into trouble, 

The English hooligan's 
favourite haunts are bars and 
pubs. When in Europe he boasts 
of thumping a lesson into the 
Krauts (Gentians), the Ities (Ita- 
lians) and the .Frogs (French). 

At home, he joins loosely-orga- 
nised bands who adopt warlike 
names and go out fighting in the 
name of the teams they support 
— “The Red Army” supports 
Manchester United, “The Zulu 
Waniers" Birmingham City and 
the “The Service Crew” Leeds 
United. 


DELUXE FURNISHED APARTMENT 

Consisting of three bedrooms, living room, dining room 
and a salon. Terrace with a nice view. Telephone and 
central heating. 

Location: 5th Circle. Abdoun area. 

Tel 698244 


LOUIS VTLLE, Kentucky (R) - 
Unbridled, a 10-1 bet, received a 
great ride from jockey Craig Per- 
ret to win the 116th Kentucky 
Derby Saturday. 

Summer Squail, at 2-1 one of 
the co-favourites ai post rime to 
win the mile and 1/4 test for three 
year olds, was overwhelmed in 
the stretch by Unbridled and 
finished second, three and a half 
lengths behind. 

Pleasant Tsp, at 40-1, showed 
amazing staying power to finish 
third, nine and a half lengths off 
the pace. 

Minister Frisky, the top pre- 
race choice at 9-5. finished 
eighth, a huge 19-1/4 lengths be- 
hind the winner. 

"When you ask him to do 
something,” Ferret said, “he's 
more than willing to do it.” 

Perret did his share too. 

Unbridled came out of the 
eighth post position and was 
nearly caught in a traffic jam 
getting out. 

But Perret, who won his first 
Derby after three attempts, eased 
him back a bit and moved to the 
inside to bide his time. 

Perret then threaded his horse 
through traffic for the rest of the 


race, brilliantly avoiding being 
boxed out. 

Speedsters Fighting Fantasy 
and Real Cash took the lead as 
the 15-horse field pounded by the 
grandstands for the first time. 

Unbridled was miming side by 
side with Pleasant Tap around 
the first turn about mid-way back 
in the field. 

Perret weaved his home in and 
out and positioned himself direct- 
ly behind eventual fifth-place 
finisher Silver Ending beading 
into the back stretch. Perret then 
took Unbridled inside to pass 
Silver Ending and then moved 
outside again. 

When Perret came out of the 
urn, he stopped Pat Day on 


Summer Squall ahead of him and 
stayed on foe outside and breezed 
by foe favourite. 

As they charged down the 
stretch, Perret did not look to the 
inside, apparently knowing he 
had Summer Squall beaten, and 
looked to his right instead for any 
challengers. 

There were none and Unbri- 
dled, under foe urging of Perret, 
charged across the finish line at 
two minutes and two seconds on a 
track rated good. 

It was the first Derby victory 
for Unbridled's 92-year-old own- 
er Frances Genter, who was in a 
box at Churchill Downs but could 
not see the race over foe other 
spectators because she was in a 


FOR SALE 

(VW) Volkswagen Polo GT Coupe (red colour), 
excellent condition, 24500 km only, model 1987, 
duty free. 

For Inspecting and testing, at Citroen agen- 
cy, Mahatta Street, Tel. 651241/42. 


wheelchair. 

Carl Nafazger. a former rodeo 
bullrider and now Unbridled’s 
trainer, also won his first Derby 
and called the race for his owner, 
who has been involved in racing 
for 50 years. 

“He’s got the lead, he’s got foe 
lead,” he shouted. "He’s going to 
win, he’s going to win. Mrs Gen- 
ter you just won the Kentucky 
Derby.” 

“Ohhhhh,” she said and co- 
vered her face with her hands. 

Unbridled was named for 
another horse owned by Mrs- 
Genter in 1949 who she had 
groomed for the Derby but had 
not made it. 

"He’s (Unbridled) made every 
step and every bridge we put to 
him to get here,” Perret said. 
"He let us know the whole time 
he was getting better. He did it 
professionally and thar’s why he 
won foe way he did today.” 

Day, who came under criticism 
for waiting too long to push his 
horse, failed in his eighth Derby 
attempt. It marked the third con- 
secutive year be has ridden foe 
favourite to a second-place finish. 


Jordan Medical Aid for Palestinians 

Medical Aid for Palestinians M. A. P Walk 
Friday 11/5/1990 

Date, time and venue 

The walk will start at the Intercontinental Hotel at 8:30 a.m. on Friday 11th May 1990 and will follow the 
route outlined in the map below. Participants are requested to arrive not later than 8.00. It will end at Kher- 
bat Abu Jaber. 
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Stations 

The Walk will be divided into substages (stations) 2 km. apart. Participants collect a yellow card at the 
Intercontinental Hotel and have a new card at each station . The final (1 1th) station will be at the Kherbat 
Abu Jaber. 

How much should one walk 

One can walk as he/she wants, but the minimum valid distance is 2 km. i.e. one should get at least the first 
card. 

Food & drinks 

Participants with yelow cards will be provided with food and drinks free of charge along the route at every 
station upon the presentation of the yellow card. 

Buses & Shuttles 

These will be available during the walk to take the participants back to the Intercontinental Hotel or Kherbat 
Abu Jaber. An ambulance will be on stand by in case of emergency. 

Police supervision 

The police have been notified and will be available to ensure the safety of the participants. 

Media Coverage 

The event shall be covered by T.V. Radio and the local newspapers. 

Collection of money 

After completing the walk, the money pledged by all sponsors on each form, should be brought back to the 
organising committee not later than 25th of May 1990. 

Souk Baladi Friday 11 / 5 / 1990 
For Walkers and non Walkers 
For the whole Family 
Come and spend Friday at "Souk Baladi" 

Khirbat Abu Jaber / AI-Yadudah. 

From 11:00 a.m to 7:00 p.m . 

* Free Entrance 

* Light Lunch outdoors . 

* Enjoy the wide range of the traditional products of our country, & have lots of fun & entertainment..come 

& meet our famous Jordanian actors. 

* Shop from our big varieties of specially homemade foods . 

For more information please call 611065 
Riyadh Centre 2nd floor. 


SEMI FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

Nicely located between 4th-5th Circle. Ground floor at Um 
Uthaina consisting of 3 bedrooms - 3 bathrooms, sitting & dining 
room with modem equipped kitchen & storage room. Two 
private entrances with garden & garage — private telephone 
and separate central heating. 

For more Information please call 
Tel. 644710/655359, Amman 


FOR RENT 


A fully-furnished quality apartment (1 bedroom, 
living-dining, fully-fitted kitchen with appliances and 
utencils, full bath, large veranda, central heating), 
location: Shmeisani . West of Marriott Hotel (2nd 
floor). 

Tel. no. 665972 Amman 


AMMAN 

BACCALAUREATE SCHOOL 

requires for August 1990 
a Biology Teacher 

To teach Biology and General Science in Senior School 
(grades 6-12). Candidates must be able to teach in 
English. 

Application forms, obtainable from the school 
(telephone B45572), should be returned by Tues- 
day May 6. 
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Gncma 


PHILADELPHIA 


Tel: 634144 
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East Germans vote in local 
polls to cap democratic change 


EAST BERLIN (R) — East Germans voted briskly 
Sunday for communal councils to flush out the 
vestiges of Stalinist rule, seven weeks after the 
general election that opened the gates to unification 
with West Germany. 


Twelve million votes could pick 
from 24 lists of candidates from 
62 parties, a far ay from local 
balloting a year ago in which the 
then-omnipotent Communist 
Party pot up one list and doctored 
results to yield a 98-85 per cent 
victory. 

The election fraud of May 7, 
1989, helped bring simmering dis- 
content with Stalinist dictatorship 
to a boil, spurring a “people 
power" revolution late last year 
and the election in March of a 
democratic grand coalition. 

Sunday's voting was expected 
to remove Stalinists from district, 
municipal and. neighbourhood 
councils who won in last year’s 
fraudulent ballot. 


Leading candidates to replace 
them were Christian Democrats 
(CDU), Social Democrats 
(SPD), grassroots reformers from 
groups like New Forum who 
galvanised the 1989 popular up- 
heaval, and possibly reformist 
Communists. 

Some 20,000 polling stations 
opened at 7 a.m. and were to 
dose at 6 p.m. (1600 GMT). The 
first reliable computer projec- 
tions of results were expected by 
mid-evening and the final unoffi- 
cial outcome Monday. 

Election; officials said turnout 
was better than expected and 
could reach 65 to 75 per cent. But 
this would still be far short of the 
93 per cent in the March elec- 


tions. 

IndiffeTCce has grown because 
unification, the country’s ali-con- 
smning agenda at the moment, 
has been decided and negotia- 
tions between East Berlin and 
Bonn are now wrapping up the 
details of monetary and economic 
merger. 

“There’s a certain exhaustion 
with communal politics now," 
said Foreign Minister ' Markus 
Meckel, a Social Democrat, as he 
voted in Magdeburg. “That’s 
understandable because people 
are more interested in the union 
treaty (with Bonn).” 

Sunny warm weather also 
tempted some votes to dash to 
beaches, parks or summer cot- 
tages rather than to ballot booths, 
the East German news agency 
ADN reported. 

Polling station queues of more 
than one hour were reported as 
voters wrestled with ballot forms 
as big as newspaper pages and 


covered with as many as two 
dozen party fists. Many people 
had trouble folding the ballots 
small enough to drop into urns. 

CDU Prime Minister Lotfaar de 
Mariziere, bead of East Berlin’s 
first non-Communist govern- 
ment, stood in line patiently with 
ordinary c i t izens in his East Ber- 
lin district and said: “It don't 
mind. I’m a trained East German 
dozen.” 


The vote was seen as a baro- 
meter on the standing of De 
Maiziere’s coalition and its deal 
with Bonn to introduce the West 
German mark as the East's cur- 
rency in July as a prelude to 
political fusion of the Germanys 
in the next two years. 


Analysts said the CDU and the 
allied right-wign Gorman Social 
Union (DSU) would probably 
equal or improve their combined 
48 per cent sweep in the March 18 
elections. 


Botha quits party over apartheid talks 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — For- 
mer President P.W. Botha said 
Sunday he had quit South Afri- 
ca's ruling National Party (NP) as 
a protest against the apartheid 
reform programme of his succes- 
sor F.W. de Klerk. 

Botha told the Afrikaans-Ian- 
guage Rapport newspapers, 
which has close links with the NP, 
he had dedded not to renew his 
membership because of his deep 
differences with the present party 
leadership under de Kleik, who 
ousted him last year. 

He said the final straw was the 
inclusion of South African Com- 


munist Party leader Joe Slovo in 
the African National Congress 
(ANC) delegation which held his- 
toric talks on power-sharing last 
week with de Klerk. 

Slovo, formerly the ANCs top 
military commander, was 
branded public enemy number 
one under Botha's presidency. 

De Klerk said in a statement 
Botha's decision was based on 
wrong interpretations. 

He said it was unfortunate he 
would once again be forced to 
repudiate the former president. 

“It is a painful task because of 
die valuable contribution Mr. 


Botha has made to the NP and to 
South Africa,” de Klerk said. 

A senior NP spokesman said 
Botha's resignation was tragic but 
was of no consequence because of 
his medical condition. 


Botha, 74, was forced to resign 
the presidency after suffering a 
mild stroke, from which be has 
not fully recovered. 


Ironically, the NP last week 
paid tribute to Botha's part in 
launching the reform initiative 
which led to the successful talks 
between the ANC and the gov- 
ernment. 


San Salvador, rebels 
discuss peace prospects 


MEXICO CITY (R) — Repre- 
sentatives from El Salvador's 
political parties met in Mexico 
City with leftist rebel leaders 
Saturday to discuss prospects for 
peace in their war- wracked 
homeland. 

Delegates from both sides in El 
Salvador's civil war were tight- 
lipped about the proposals they 
would make at the meeting. The 
talks brought together representa- 
tives of the leftist Farabundo 
Marti National Liberation Front 
(FMLN) and eight political par- 
ties for the first time in more than 
a year. 

The representatives, including 
rebel leader Shafik Handal, and 
Armando Calderon Sol, presi- 
dent of El Salvador’s ruling 
Nationalist Republican Alliance, 
said they were encouraged by 
progress towards peace after a 
decade of war. 

“The conditions for peace are 
better than ever," Guillermo 
Ungo, head of the left-wing 
National Revolutionary Move- 
ment, told reporters before enter- 
ing the dosed-door talks at a 
hotel in southern Mexico City. 

Handal said the meeting could 
lay the groundwork for direct 
peace talks this month between 
the FMLN and El Salvador's 
U.S.-backed government. 

He and other participants in 
the talks here said they could last 


through Sunday afternoon. 

A previous round of peace 
talks aimed at ending the Sal- 
vadorean conflict broke down in 
October, shortly before a rebel 
offensive which claimed more 
than 2,000 lives. 

Some 75,000 people have died 
in the conflict 

In a separate development evi- 
dence has vanished and potential 
witnesses foiled to testify in El 
Salvador’s investigation into the 
murder of six Jesuit priests last 
November, the court in charge of 
the case said Saturday. 

In a statement carried by news- 
papers, the court quoted military 
authorities as saying a ledger of 
possibly key troop movements at 
San Salvador’s military academy 
the night of the murders “has 
been mislaid." 

The court added that four 
cadets on duty at the academy the 
night of the murders had left the 
country without testifying. The 
■ priests’ housekeeper and her 
daughter also died in the attack. 

El Salvador's investigation into 
the Nov. 16 killings has. recently 
come under heavy criticism. 

A U-S. House of Representa- 
tives task force on the murders 
said last week the probe was at a 
standstill. Secretary of State 
James Baker has said U.S. milit- 
ary aid to El Salvador depends on 
progress in the case. 


Romanian protesters cautious 
over Iliescu dialogue proposal 


BUCHAREST (R) — An offer 
by interim President Ion Iliescu 
to talk to street protesters 
camped in central Bucharest was 
just a bid to buy time, a leader of 
the demonstrators said Sunday. 

The protesters, who accuse 
Iliescu of being a neo- Communist 
and want him to resign, have 
been encamped in University 
Square, along one of the main 
arteries of the Romanian capital, 
for over two weeks. 

Iliescu said Saturday he would 
meet the leaders of the groups 
behind the protest Tuesday but 
stressed that he would not negoti- 
ate on some of their demands, 
including changes in the electoral 
law or postponing the elections 
set for May 20. 

“First Iliescu rejected dialogue 
outright,” said Aleksandar Nan- 
cu, president of the 21 December 
Organisation, one of the five ma- 
jor groups involved in the demon- 
stration. “Then he offers us dia- 
logue. And then be makes these 
conditions. 

“We're asking ourselves just 
what is going on,” he said. “Ilies- 
cu is just trying to buy time." 

The five groups issued a state- 
ment Saturday night saying that 
“under the present conditions di- 
alogue was not possible." But 
Nancu, speaking on behalf of 
them all Sunday, did not rule out 
the meeting. 

“We don't exclude dialogue 
but we must take a stand on 
Iliescu's vacillations,” be said. 


“We’ll try to contact Iliescu's 
spokesman and get more specifics 
about what he wants to folk ab- 
out. There's not much more we 
can do.” 

Iliescu, once a senior Com- 
munist official under Stalinist dic- 
tator Nicolae Ceausescu, is run- 
ning for president as a candidate 
of the ruling National Salvation 
Front in the country’s first free 
elections in. over half a century. 

The Front came to power dur- 
ing last December's bloody upris- 
ing which toppled Ceausescu. 
Many groups behind tire protest 
say this amounted to a coup and 
doubt Iliescu’s democratic 
credentials. 

Iliescu’s proposal was dearly 
aimed at taking the wind ont of 
the protest which bas been copied 
in at least five other towns, in- 
cluding Timisoara, birthplace of 
the December revolt. 

“As for as I am concerned, it is 
obvious that the dialogue Tues- 
day will leave the demonstration 
without logical motivation," Ilies- 
cu said. 

"The consequences of this de- 
monstration have more impact on 
the circulation of traffic than on 
the political life of the country.” 

But Nancu said fruitless dia- 
logue could only fuel the demon- 
stration which swelled to 10,000 
people Saturday night. 

“If Iliescu is trying to dilute the 
protest in University Square, we 
will have to step up pressure,” he 
said. “Unfortunately, this seems 
to be the case." 


Romania 
reportedly 
sold Soviet 
weapons 
to U.S. 


WASHINGTON (AP) — A pub- 
lished report said the United 
States secretly bought advanced 
Soviet military technology from 
Romania for 10 years prior to the 
o v erthrow of the late Dictator 
Nicolae Ceausescu. 

The Washington Post, quoting 
unidentified “intelligence sources 
here and abroad,” said the prog- 
ramme coordinated by the Cen- 
tral Intelligence Agency (CIA) 
resulted in more than $40 million 
being paid to Romania through 
foreign middlemen, with about 20 
per cent of that ending up in 
Swiss bank accounts controlled 
by the Ceausescu family. 

The newspaper said in its Sun- 
day editions that the Ceausescu 


connection was pan of a larger 
weapo n s-buying operation that 
reached into the East Bloc milit- 
ary and allowed the U.S. military 
to obtain important components 
of air defence systems that the 
Soviet Union has in place to 
protect itself and Warsaw Pact 
countries. 

The paper said the latest ver- 
sion of the Shilka, one of the 
most effective antiaircraft sys- 
tems in the Soviet inventory, was 
among the items purchased from 
Romania, which also sold mobile 
rocket launchers and radar sys- 
tems. 

“The potential value of these 
things is almost incalculable,” the 
Post quoted an unidentified U.S. 
intelligence officer as saying. 
“The only way you can truly 
unlock the secrets of your adver- 
saries' weapons is to physically 
have them.” 

For example, access to Soviet 
radar systems aided in develop- 
ment of the “Stealth" technology 
that is designed to allow U.S. 
military planes to avoid radar 
detection, the paper said. 

It quoted U.S. government 
officials as saying that Nicolae 
Causescu was not personally in- 
volved in the dozen or so transac- 
tions, but that the operation 
could have succeeded only with 
his tacit approval. 

The Romanian operation came 
to a halt with Ceansescu’s over- 
throw and execution last Decem- 
ber, the paper said. 

Moreover, it said the pro- 
democracy upheaval in Eastern 
Europe has disrupted the broader 
operation, but* not stopped it. 

Over the past decade, the Un- 
ited States has paid more than 
$250 million to obtain the latest 
versions of Soviet-made weapons 
systems through contacts in Po- 
land, Czechoslovakia, Hungary, 
East Germany and Bulgaria, the ’ 
Post quoted its sources as saying. 

The willingness of influential 
military or Communist Party offi- « 
dais to sell secrets to the United 
States was viewed by some U.S. ■ 
intelligence officials as a reflec- 
tion of growing discontent among 
some Warsaw Pact officials. 


Manila 
hunts 
killer of 
U.S. 
Marine 


MANILA (R) — Police hunting 
tire tillers of a U.S. Marine 
sergeant in the Philippines round- 
ed up dozens of suspects Sunday 
as 40,000 American military per- 
sonnel and their families were 
con fine d to their bases by a U.S. 
travel ban. 

Police in Okxigapo said they 
had brought in for questioning 
more than 30 people after sus- 
pected Communist guerrillas shot 
dead Sergeant John Fredette, 34, 
outside the U.S. Subic Bay Naval 
Base late Friday. 

He was shot in the bade of the 
bead in Olongapo’s entertain- 
ment district nine days before the 
opening of folks between the Un- 
ited States and the Philippines, on 
the future of American military 
bases in the country. 

The Communist New People's 
Army in the Philippines , had 
threatened to attack U.S. service- 
men as part of a campaign to have 
die bases removed. 

No group or person has so for 
claimed responsibility for the 
Fredette tilling. 

Military ami police have set up 
checkpoints in and around Olon- 
gapo, the recreation centre of the 
U.S. Seventh Fleet, to try to flush 
out the suspected Communist 
assassins who gunned down 
Fredette. 

The commercial area in CMon- 
gapo was deserted Sunday, with 
only a few shops open after U.S. 
authorities imposed travel restrict 
tisons on U.S. personnel and 
their dependents and suspended 


their leave and liberty. 

A Subic statement said the 
ban, enforced Saturday, has not 
been lifted. It also affects Clark 
Air Base and four smaller U.S. 
fedlities. 

dark and Subic, which He 
north and west of Manila, are the 
largest U.S. bases outside Amer- 
ican territory and employ 78,000 
Filipinos. 

Olongapo shop and bar- own- 
ers, who are hardest hit by the 
ban, are raising reward money for 
anybody who can provide in- 
formation leading to the capture 
of Fredette's assassins. 

The Olongapo’s Businessmen's 
..Association told reporters 
pledges from members bad 
reached 160,000 pesos ($7,000). 


Baker 
invites 
Poland to 
German 
talks 


WARSAW ( AP) — Secretary of 
State James Baker HI invited 
Poland Sunday to participate in a 
six-nation meeting in Paris in July 
during which the country will 
seek a guarantee of its Western 
bolder from a united Germany. 

“I thought it was important to 
try to comb by,” Baker told 
Prime Minister Tadeusz Mazo- 
wiecki after arriving from Bonn, 
where he attended the first top- 
level talks on German unifica- 
tion. 

Baker said fa e would give Pol- 
ish leaders a complete report on 
the discussions held Saturday by 
the four victorious World War II 
allies and the two Germanys now 
speeding toward merger. He was 
to fly tack to Washington after 
the six-hour stop in Warsaw. 

Poland, overrun by the Ger- 
mans in World War n, is trying to 
protect itself from a strengthened 
neighbour that was forced to for- 
feit 102,000 square kilometres to 
Poland in postwar compensation 
for an even larger swathe of 
eastern Poland annexed by the 
Soviet Union. 

A senior U.S. official said dur- 
ing the flight to Warsaw that 
Baker also would talk to the 
Poles about events in Lithuania, 
where the independence move- 
ment is under economic pressure 
from the Soviet Union. Ethnic 
Poles make up about 8 percent of 
the Baltic republic’s population. 

Baker is also expected to get a 
report on Soviet thinking as well 
as Poland’s strenuous effort to 
adjust to a Western-style eco- 
nomy from the democratic refor- 
mers and former Communists in 
Poland's government, said tin 
official, who spoke on condition 
of anonymity. 

At Saturday’s unification folks, 
the six nations also decided that 
Polish Foreign Minister Krzysztof 
Sknbiszewski would be invited to 
attend a third session in Paris. 
Baker said he carried a letter for 
the foreign minister requesting 
his presence. 

“While the agenda topic is bor- 
ders, he will be free to raise and 
discuss whatever issues he would 
like to discuss,” Baker said. 

Poland bas vigorously sought 
participation in the unification 
talks to guarantee its Western 
border from any German efforts 
to regain lost territory. 


India, Pakistan exchange 
fire on Kashmir border 


JAMMU, India (R) — Indian 
and Pakistani soldiers exchanged 
gunfire in a tense sector of the 
line dividing disputed Kashmir, 
and two Pakistani soldiers were 
believed tilled, Indian officials 
said Sunday. 


Indian police said a paramilitary 
force doctor and one member of 
his unit were killed in an ambush 
in the southern Kashmir Valley 
Friday . Five militants were tilled, 
they said. 

Four more militants were killed 


Indian police also reported two* Saturday after opening fire on a 
major clashes with riKtants in patrol that challenged them in the 


tiie Kashmir Valley that killed 11 
people. 

The offidalis said the border 
shooting started Saturday in the 
Sokar area of Punch district, 
where the two armies routinely 
exchange fixe, when Pakistani 
soldiers started building a bunker 
in no-man’s load. 

Pakistani soldiers were seen 
carrying away two Hmp bodies of 
their colleagues, and Indian offic- 
ers believed them to be dead. 

Heated words over an anti- 
Indian uprising in the Kashmir 
Valley have led to fears of war 
over Kashmir, the cause of two of 
the three wars India and Pakistan 
have fought since they became 
independent of Britain in 1947. 

In the Punch sector of the line 
that divides the one-third of 
Kashmir controlled by Pakistan 
from Jammu and Kashmir, Indi- 
a’s only Mnslim-majority state, 
the two armies shoot at each 
almost every day. Casualties, 
however, are relatively rare. 

India is keen to seal the line 
separating the two Kashmirs to 
prevent alleged infiltration by 
militants fighting Indian rule in 
Jammu and Kashmir. 

Pakistan denies Indian allega- 
tions that it arms and trains the 
militants in the part of Kashmir it 
controls. 

In the dashes with militants, 


northern part' of the valley, Indi- 
an police said Sunday. 

India says it has killed dozens 
of militants trying to enter the 
K ash mir Valley from Pakistan in 
the four months since a long- 
running a gi tation again t Indian 
rale exploded into an uprising. At 
least 300 people have been killed 
this year. 

It has told Pakistan bluntly to 
stem the infiltrations, warning it 
would do whatever necessary to 
halt the flow if Pakistan did not. 
Delhi has not ruled out military 
action. 


Indian officials say the most 
dangerous phase should start in 
mid-May, when the high Hima- 
layan passes into the Kashmir 
VaUey normally become passable 
as winter snows melt. 

In Islamabad, a spokesman for 
the Pakistan army said the only 
casualty of Indian firing in Kash- 
mir was a former working in his 
fields in the Leepa sector north of 
Punch, 


Fanner Zamin Shah from Bella 
village was tilled' Saturday in a 
field close to the ceasefire line. 

“He was just looking after his 
field and they shot him,” the 
spokesman said. “There has been 
generally an exchange of firing at 
various places but there has been 
no killing in the Punch sector.” 


Thousands march against 
Taiwan premier-designate 


TAIPEI (R) — Thousands of 
students staged a peaceful march 
through central Taipei Sunday, 
wrapping up a five-day protest 
against President Lee Teng-Hui’s 
dedsou to appoint Taiwan’s most 
powerful general as premier. 

Two thousand marchers, 
watched by several thousand 
others, paraded through crowded 
streets yelling “if military men 
are in power, democracy won’t 
come” and “oppose military in- 
tervention in government.” 

Lee, who on May 20 will be 
inaugurated to a new term as 
president, on May 2 shocked 
Taiwan by naming current de- 
fence minister and longtime boss 
Hau Pej-Tsun as his choice for 
premier when the cabinet is 
reshuffled. 


A tough soldier and an arch- 
conservative, Hau was previously 
Taiwan’s longest-serving chief of 
general staff and has been dub- 
bed a potential military strong- 
man by the opposition. 

Political liberals in Taiwan fear 
• Hau’s nomination could put the 
brakes on democratic reform on 
the island, launched with the de- 
cision to end martial law in 1987. 

Students, flush from an unpre- 
cedented series of protests for 
greater democracy in Match, on 
May 3 began a new sit-in in 
Taipei's Chiang Kai-Shek Memo- 
rial Park to protest Hau’s 
nomination. 

But unlike the March protests, 
which drew thousands, only 
several hundred protesters par- 
ticipated in the latest sit-in before 
Sunday's march. 


Nepali press breaths air of freedom 


KATHMANDU (R) — Nepal’s 
newspapers are breathing again 
now that freedom is in the air. 

“If there is deception again, 
there will be no monarchy,” 
screamed the headline in one 
newspaper. 

“Opposition conspiring against 
democracy,” said another. 

Six weeks ago such headlines 
would have brought the censors 
to the newspaper’s office and 
police would have dragged the 
publisher to jail. 

Censorship was common in the 
Himalayn kingdom and jailing 
journalists a routine affair. The 
return of democracy has changed 
all that. 

“After the 1960 military 
takeover we were in bad shape in 
Nepal. The harassment of jour- 
nalists was commonplace and reg- 
istrations of newspapers were fre- 
quently cancelled,” said Govinda 
Biyogi, editor of the Mat- 
ribhoomi and Janadoot news- 
papers. 

“We were not allowed to use 
the word 'multiparty',” he said in 


an interview. “Now newspapers 
are selling like hot cakes and 
there is competition.” 

Biyogi, president of the Nepal 
Journalists Association, was 
arrested four times in the past 30 
years and the licence of his news- 
papers was cancelled three times, 
once for nearly two years. 

Five weeks ago democracy was 
restored in the kingdom after 
scores of people were killed dur- 
ing a pro-democracy campaign 
launched by banned political par- 
ties aiming to turn King Birendra 
from an absolute to a constitu- 
tional monarch. 

Birendra lifted the three de- 
cade ban on political parties im- 
posed by his father in 1961 and 
dismantled the party-less system 
against which the campaign was 
launched. 

He named a new government 
headed by Krishna Prasad Bhat- 
taraiof the centrist Nepali Con- 
gress Party and promised free 
eictions within a year. 

Within days of the restoration 


of democracy 41 journalists de- 
tained at the start of the democra- 
cy campaign in February were 
freed. 

“Be as critical of the govern- 
ment as you want to be,” said 
Ganesh Man Singh, supreme 
leader of the Nepali Congress, at 
a reception to honour the jailed 
journalists. 

Circulation of newspapers has 
jumped dramatically. 

Those that previously came out 
as underground publications are 
now published and sold openly 
and enjoy a new, wide read- 
ership. 

Biyogi's Matribhoomi weekly, 
which had a circulation of only 
7.000, now sells nearly 30,000 
copies. 

“Hawkers fight among them- 
selves to pick up copies of the 
newspapers. I can’t print more 
because the machinery is very 
old,” Biyogi said. 

“At last we are free to write 
what we like.” said Madhav Rim- 
al. the editor of Spotlight maga- 
zine. 


Colombia uncovers major cocaine factory 


BOGOTA (R) — Colombia has 
dealt a severe blow in its war 
against its powerful drug traffick- 
ers, uncovering a major cocaine 
processing centre deep in the 
jungle and seizing 12 tonnes of 
the drag worth hundreds of mil- 
lions of dollars. 

The raid on the complex, be- 
lieved to be one of the most 
important in the country, is the 
biggest coup in the government’s 
anti-drag fight since 13.3 tonnes 
of cocaine were seized at the Villa 
Coca processing centre in 1984. 

“I was surprised at the amount. 
I had never seen so much cocaine 
in my life,” General Humberto 
Correa, the army officer in 
charge of the operation, told Col- 
ombian radio Saturday night. 

Local radio said the pure 
cocaine was worth about $360 
million in the United States, 
where most Colombian cocaine 
ends up. 

Army special forces backed by 
helicopters and air force planes 
snooped on the processing cen- 
tre, hundreds of kilometres east 
of Bogota, killing two people and 
detaining 17. They found 25 air- 


strips hidden in the jungle, seized 
four light aircraft, vehicles, 
weapons and radio equipment. 

The complex, known as “La 
Fetrolera", consists of three 
laboratories so remote they can 
be reached only by air or river, 
the army said. 

Correa said the army had 
found 12 tonnes of cocaine in the 
operation, whicb began last 
Thursday and is still going on. An 
army spokesman said a tonne of 
coca paste had also been seized. 

Correa said coca paste arrived 
at the centre from southern Col- 
ombia and Bolivia, was processed 
into cocaine and then sent to 
Mexico and the United States. 

Colombia's Medellin and Cali 
cartels together supply 30 per 
cent of cocaine consumed in the 
United States, but officials did 
not say which group operated the 
processing centre. 

The Colombian Navy also 
seized 214 kilogrammes of cocaine 
on a boat and detained 10 crew 
members near the Caribbean is- 
land of San Andres Saturday, 
local radio reported. 

The drug busts wffl do much to 


restore morale in official circles 
after drug barons inflicted a series 
of blows since March when they 
launched a new offensive in their 
nine- month-old "war with the 
state. 

Police blame the drug barons 
for three car bomb blasts which 
tilled 34 people, the shooting of 
about 30 policemen and the assas- 
sination of two leftist presidential 
candidates in the past two 
months. 


Luis Santacruz Echeverri, ac- 
cused of handling the U.S. end of 
shipments, pleaded guilty to 49 
counts; Guillermo Penagos, repu- 
tedly his top lieutenant, admitted 
to 30 charges, court officials said 
Friday. 


The jungle raid almost triples 
the amount of cocaine found by 
Colombian security forces so far 
this year. 

Police said earlier Saturday 
they had arrested 2,102 people, 
seized 7,691 kilogrammes of 
cocaine and 230,657 kilogrammes 
of marijuana and raided 64 drug 
laboratories since Jan 1. 


Jose Qninon, Santacruz 's attor- 
ney, said he advised his client to 
make the plea after details of the 
government’s case emerged. 

“It was an unbeatable case, 
very well put together,” Qninon 
said. 

In exchange for the pleas, the 
government agreed to drop the 
moist serious count, operating a 
continuing criminal enterprise, 
which carries a mandatory life 
prison sentence. 


In Miami, Florida, the reputed 
number three man in Colombia's 
CaK drug cartel and an associate 
Pkaded guilty to federal drag 
charges two weeks into their trial, 
after a defence attorney con- 
ceded the government had “an 
unbeatable case”. 


As it is, the charges they 
pleaded to Thursday carry a mini- 
mum term of 10 years smrf a 
maximum of life imprison meat. 
Their trial had been expected to 
last -another month. 

“Edieveni’s as big an active 
doper as we’ve ever gotten,” said 
Assistant U.S. Attorney Howard 
.Vick Jr." This disrupts their VS. 
operation." 
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Resorts battle 
to build longest 
sand sculpture 


GHARLESTONk South Carofina 

/ A P) Resorts on opposite sides 

of the North American continent 
are battling to build the .worlds 
longest sand sculpture. 
fight them on the airwaves. We 
stall fight them in the newspap- 
ers. Most importantly, we shall 
fight them on the beaches,’ proc- 
laimed a group of civic leaders in 
the tiny resort community of 
Long Beach, Washington. A 
similar coalition of civic leaders in 
Myrtle, Beach, South Carolina, 
issued a declaration of war. Last 
June, about 2,000 people xarved 
a world-record sand sculpture 
4 591 metres long at Myrtle 
Beach. But the record feB in July 
when Long Beach sculpted a sea 
serpent of 4,889 metres. 


Rock world pays _ 
tribute to Lennon 


LIVERPOOL, England (R) — 
The rock world paid tribute to 
murdered Beatle John Lennon 
Saturday by staging a concert of 
his classic songs in his home town 
a decade after he was shot dead in . 
New York. The open-air show in 
the centre of the northern English . 
city of Liverpool marked what 
would have been Lennon's 50th 
birthday. U.S. soul anger Al 
Green kicked off singing All You 
Need Is Love. The crowd joined 
in enthusiastically in bright sun- 
shine. Lennon's widow Yoko 
Ono told the audience of around 
15,000: “Hello Liverpool, Move 
you... it's a great day isn’t it? I 
think John would be happy.” 
Twenty stars took parr in the 
event, co-hosted by Christopher 
Reeve who starred in the hit film 
Superman. 


Ex-Playboy model, 
convicted oh tax 
charges 


MILWAUKEE, Wisconsin (AP) 
— A woman who once posed 
nude for Playboy magazine. with 
her twin aster was convicted of 
evading taxes on money she 
allegedly got from an elderly .mil- 
lionaire in exchange for sex. .Pro: 
secutors contended Lynnette 
Harris and her sister collected 
more than $1 million in cash and 
goods from the late David Kritzik 
for spending alternate nights with 
him. A U.S. district jury found 
Ms. Harris. 35, guilty of two 
felony counts of tax evasion and 
two misdemeanor counts of fail- 
ing to file income tax returns. The 
charges involve her failure to 
report as income $686,000 she 
received from Kritzik from 1984 
to 1987. The taxes amount to 
$260,000, said U.S. attorney Mel 
Johnson. She could be sentenced 
to a maximum of 12 years in 
prison and fined $626,000. Her 
identical twin sister, Leigh Ann 
Conley, is to be tried in June on 
similar charges involving alleged- 
ly unpaid taxes on $397,000. 


Newly found Liszt 
concerto needs work 


CHICAGO (R) — A lost piano 
concerto written by Franz Liszt 
150 years ago and performed in 
public for the first time this week 
is being hailed as important and 
fasdnating but in need of- a re- 
write if the composer were still 
around to take it on. “On first 
hearing it sounded like second- 
rate Liszt in a first-rate perform- 
ance,” said John von Rhein music' 
critic for the Chicago Tribune. 
The 15-minute work in E flat 
major entitled Opus Posthumous 
was premiered Thursday night by- 
Canadian soloist Janina' fial- 
kowska with the Chicago Sym- 
phony. The concerto was found 
by Jay Rosenblatt, a doctoral 
student from the University of 
Chicago who was gathering mate- 
rial for his dissertation at -7a 
Budapest musical archive. 
Rosenblatt put the piece together 
with parts of manuscripts he 
found in Weimar, Nuremberg 
and Leningrad. 


At waste expo 
garbage fs good 


ATLANTA (AP) — The man 
with the two boxes of trash bats 
looked out of place aimid.' the 
models in cocktail dresses^ the 
stack of truck tires /and the tie* . 
dyed salespeople from the 
w °rid*s -No. 1‘ ■ . -jeweiryr company ' 
Jterving the. Sanitation industry, 
“rm not trying’ to sell ciricb- 
wks,” Thomas W. Hfegfe dtih- 
fided. ‘Tb trying to seUmiidea.!’ . , 
™ggfos’ idea — dear hefty dneh- 
«ka — might shetn a trifte imta- 

dane.-But last moaffi&EartteDay 
somehow has' Americans excited 
about a mundane fa «3r — ' ritiwfc 
ibg ont trash. And that ta&-peo--: 
P|e very excited at .Wiste Expo • 
■90, the annual conventionjOf foe 
National - SoBri ■ ■ 
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